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NEW Y^K 9 BALTIP^'RE 1 FROM WSSH DC 15 6-lXXX 6-29 PM 
SAC urgent 

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SPECIAL INRUIRY. BACKGROUND DATA CONTAINED IN 

uur>«c uurt rno rrrTv Tun tacu TTtTv TUTjrr . rrrwrPAl rnNJfiUfik; T ?. RPTMC 

i*lkw~kv' wfiv/ rxrii *wv A/n i r at a a w— 

CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT AS A CHIEF OF MISSION. CONDUCT THOROUGH 
INVESTIGATION AS TO THE CHARACTER, LOYALTY, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES AND 
GUALIFICATICNS OF DONOVAN. THIS CASE SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO A MATURE, 
EXPERIENCED AND WELL QUALIFIED AGENT AND AFFORDED CONTINUOUS ATTN. TO 
INSURE THAT THE DEADLINE IS MET. SET OUT NECESSARY LEADS BY TELETYPE, 
ASCERTAIN CURRENT ADDRESS OF ALL IMMEDIATE RELATIVES AND CONDUCT APPRO- 
PRIATE CREDIT AND CRIMINAL CHECKS CONCERNING EACH. SUREP ATTN. IN- ^ 
VESTIGATIVE DIVISION, SPECIAL INQUIRY SECTION, BY JUNE TWENTY TWO WITH- 
OUT FAIL. 
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FBI WASH DC 6-15-53 6-2A PM JG 


SAC BUFFALO ALBANY RICHMOND URGENT 

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SPECIAL INQUIRY. BACKGROUND DATA CONTAINED IN 
WHO-S WHO FOR FIFTY TWO DASH FIFTY THREE, GENERAL DONOVAN IS BEING 
CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT AS A CHIEF OF MISSION. CONDUCT THOROUGH 
INVESTIGATION AS TO THE CHARACTER, LOYALTY, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES AND 

UU ALi> iCJMl XUNb Vt UUrJUVMN* 1 rtJ.5 LMoJL ;r>nuuL.iJ dji no,:> i w n Pmaurti:.^ 


EXPERIENCED AND WELL QUALIFIED AGENT AND AFFORDED CONTINUOUS ATTN. TO 
INSURE THAT THE DEADLINE IS MET. SET OUT NECESSARY LEADS BY TELETYPE, 
ASCERTAIN CURRENT ADDRESS OF ALL IMMEDIATE RELATIVES AND CONDUCT APPRO- 
PRIATE CREDIT AND CRIMINAL CHECKS CONCERNING EACH. SUREP ATTN. IN- 
VESTIGATIVE DIVISION, SPECIAL INQUIRY SECTION, BY JUNE TWENTY TWO WITH- 
OUT FAIL, 
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FBI WASH DC 6-15-53 5-55 PM MLT 
SAC INDIANAPOLIS, ST LOUIS URGENT 

t.TTii TAM -iK^fTDu rinMmrflw _ cPrrTAt TMDHTRY. BACKGROUND DATA CONTAINED IN 

j. j. i *-.»*/**»*- - , - --- 

WHO-S V’HO FOR FIFTY TWO DASH FIFTY THREE. GENERAL DONOVAN IS BEING 
CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT AS A CHIEF OF MISSION. CONDUCT THOROUGH 
INVESTIGATION AS TO THE CHARACTER, LOYALTY, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES AND 
QUALIFICATIONS OF DONOVAN. THIS CASE SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO A MATURE, 
EXPERIENCED AND WELL QUALIFIED AGENT AND AFFORDED CONTINUOUS ATTN. TO 
INSURE THAT THE DEADLINE IS MET. SET OUT NECESSARY LEADS BY TELETYPE, 
ASCERTAIN CURRENT ADDRESS OF ALL IMMEDIATE RELATIVES AND CONDUCT APPRO- 
PRIATE CREDIT AND CRIMINAL CHECKS CONCERNING EACH. SUREP ATTN. IN- 
VESTIGATIVE DIVISION, SPECIAL INQUIRY SECTION, BY JUNE TWENTY TWO WITH- 
OUT FAIL. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at 
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FtLE NO. 6^1717 


REPORT made at 

DATE WHEN 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

REPORT MADE BY 


CliiClIi: All, Ohio 

5 ) 29/50 

5 / 23/50 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 

rsriorAG'' - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


^ * wfTTiryAtT T f'xncf 

V« ^ AVf'UiCf’ 

Interviewed^ and states OSS irald on AI^ERASXA 
offices oondueted aftor OSS clerk found identi- 
ool report In AJffllASIA naeosinc on Siam pub- 
lished* Ten to twelve exhibits noised in OSS 
raid* jyJllOYAU porsor.ally iuforitiod Secretary of 
State STITTIIJIUB of raid and finding of State 
lkipartm«nt papers* I>U!t07ii^ believes STZZTIRliJS 
toXophonod President EOOSRVIdJ? recording; tha 
natters DOHO?A!l later ieforasd by STd-'I? LYOU of 
State Dop ar tw ro t thatp^^^lHHHHHHVm^ ■ bnc 


t-'STAIL’i f 


euspeoted. 


AT ElAYTO:;, OUIO 


— r.oC — 


(Janorol illLLI/dJ J* DOJIOVAE, fomor head of O.S.G., trao 
interviewed on Msy 25* 195®# offioos of tho OOoPSG Ti. 'T!AD CORI tration. 

Rooei 35 ®« Talbott Building* First and Budlnr Streets* Dayton* Cbio* 

General DOKOVAJ? related that in oonneotlcn with tho A^EHASIA 
case it was his lEprossion that he had ^ust returned fron abroad on tho day 
follcrwln- the raid by Acentc of O.S.G, at Uw llev7 York Off!, o'? of AITEUASIA* 
HcT70ver, i.xiHOVAr'’ stated ho did not co: 3Q into his office until the eveniric of 
tl^e day ho retimed fron abroad. Aocordir™ to thin stn.ttrT’oni, rTK'''^7f *s rotur.: 
Ticald have bec.i or harch 12* h'-.-CTcr* ho rr-o .I'- J-fo to rooall the* exao-^ 

date in March :.f 19U5* 


APPROVEU AND 
FORWARDED: 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


!^J- Bureau (Aj 'SD) 

2 - Bow York (65-li4|5l) 
2 - Cincinnati 
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PROPERTY OF FBI THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE OiSTSIBUTEO OUWDE OF 
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DCH07AH izpon. bis return to tho orfloo ho vcls 

Informod of tho AMEJIASIA raid of tho proviouc ovoning uy Kr. VAIT BEUREll, -Rhc 
nas at tha, tine Security Officer for O.S.S, DOSOVAII etatod he was icfomed 
at that tin© thnt the raid had hocn oonducted by FKAfIK BIELASSI ajjd othor 
0,5 .B. Agents and oo he reoftlla It wao not until liOO A.’I, thc.t the 0,f .S, 
Agents were able to got into tho offices of AIIERASIA, 

ContiMoing, ffecerol IXUOVAII related that the Agents soised 
about ton or twelve e^chiblts fron tv!o suitoaaes as evidenoei however* he 
stated he has no recoUeotion as to tho oontento of the exhihite* After 
being infonned by VAI? BFUEEI! of the details of tlio raid and of the fs^ct that 
official State Departnont pepors wero foimd in t>io A’iJ-iiABJA offices as rell 
as O.S.S, papers* D0 ”jV® thon telephoned Soerstar;,'' -of State- EDflAIlD B, 
BlETIll'fPJS at hia cpertr.aut at tho T^erdnEi;! Faj-k I’ot ji In D, C, 

General I>DU0?/f. recalls 1diat it ima quite late when he joado Uiie telephone 
02 ^ it was necessary to avsken Mr* SZGfTIKXUS* and he xnfonaod him that 
ho was on bio way over to sec him on the inatter and etiggeatod tliat Asaistaut 
Seoretory of State eULIuG HOXliES be there to hear the facts In the o-ase. 

Following this call* lX>HOVA’r* togother with VAN f.lUREN 
nnd J» J. hTj;fu,’.K* t!i®n logoi counsel for O.S.S., proceelod t:> -tliu Vi'art.r':tin 
ha.'k t:> see it. BThTTI^TINS . 

Jpon aavival thoro, Ascistexit Becr-'rtary «£ State 
was there end I/OIIOV/H prooacdod to Infora llr* SXiiTTIMINS of tho case, IFhiOV/uf 
reoalle that he stated to Mr. STHTIIHIUS, "This Is your responsibility - \to 
W ere ©ftor ©Ur ovSEi papers In this effiee and ffisisd some of yours.** DOIIOVAN 
stated that tho case was generally disoueoed and he was lats-r infonLcd by Mr. 
iiONIQAN that while he* DOKOVAR, was talking with Tr. IwUES, Secretory 
GTr.TTINIUS left the roan for a period of time, presuEhbly for the purpose of 
telephoning President ROOSEVELT. DOHOVAII stat^sd t]iat ho has no perconal 
knowledge that tliie call waD node* but ho b'ilim'cs I'-h ;tr. OT'fT'rilir'f dSd, 
call the Pros i dent* 


Gorcrul DOroVAN stated that tiO wfirs jnlcri.igid timt j. 5.5, 
first beoaiTiQ aware of t-'ie case Tdien a *'ee!ielarly clerk' in rcvl err- 

ing en issue of the AI'ERi'.SIA magazine observod on Drticle thoroin on Siam 
which was ido; tioal to c report rrhich. ho hod provio'T.slj' propared on tl.o subject. 


DDNOVA’T etatod that in April or while toOkli.g to IT.fD 

LTOII,- Security Officer of the JJepartmcnt of State, he ntatt^d ”soMjoene In yx' r 
Dopojrteont must bo responsible for theao jiapcro ho*.n~ taken out and you roist 
have some suspeats - ^om do you cuapect?" At ■this noiu t. ‘'OK07/fi could not 

did state that 

was suspeot^ou. 

'OH hod said concerning' 
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Cl 65-1717 


HQSLET vaa iwld of this tho Londcsin Englaod* lirport* tiy I>onoVAN, 

CoEoeminc; first-hard lmowled£;c of the svxbjeotn Ir. this 
easo, POSOViJ: stated that he flrct net JOIST STFH/IcT srsnCK in 19!iJ-l?l44 In 
China lAdlo on official businose tcid sa-sr him thereafter on rersml occenioi^a, 
lihilc in China, PATRICK ITOIUiTT infomod Mm that BLEVIC.O Tran attenf tinr; tT 

catbota^TO hi*, HUEItEY's^ «fforta in China and that ho had dooumonta to ehene 
idutt BBmC* TO doing, 

Xhe only othar aahjoot of idion DOROYIS had knowlcd^ vas 
LAECeST, nho, he r • calls, xae in tho II. S. Ifevy and attempted to cec-’ro a 
Job frith. O.S.S. 


sspsp-pED uron coiotletiojt to the office ^ raioiK. 
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Cl 65-1717 


ADHINISBUIITB PABfB 


Oonoral DOIIOVAII was lntervl« 5 red in Dayton, Ohio, r 1 I ar 25 , 
upon th« telephonio roqueafc of the Hew Yort Offlc-^» 







^ r . aS*. 1 





Cl 6(5-1717 



4 - 


' ■ SETT TORK OmCB 


Copies of this raport are being deslEnatod for tb.® 
Kctt York Cltj Office in acoordonoe -with, their ro<ju«sr!i* 
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WA^AND WASH FLD 19 
EORECTOR AND SAC 


FROM NEW YORK 


10-22 PM 


URGENT 


WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI. REBUTEL JUKE FIFTEEN. GENERAL DONOVAN 
IS being CONSII'ERED FOR APPOINTMENT AS A CHIEF OF MISSION, CONDUCT 
THOROUGH investigation AS TO CHARACTER, LOYALTY, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES 
AND QUALIFICATIONS OF DONOVAN, BUREAU DESIRES THIS CASE PE ASSIGNED 
A MATURE, EXPERIENCED AND WELL QUALIFIED AGENT AND AFFORD CONTINUOUS 
ATTENTION TO INSURE THAT THE DEADLINE OF JUNE TWENTYSECOND IS MET, 

SET OUT NECESTJARY LEADS BY TELETYPE, ASCFPTAIN CURRENT ADDRESS OF 
ALL IMMEDIATE RELATIVES AND CONDUCT APPROPRIATE CREDIT AND CRIMINAL 
CHECKS CONCERNING EACH, SURE? INVESTIGATIVE DIVIDION SI SECTION, 


VALBANY Dll/ISION 


DONOVAN ADMITTED TO BAR PRO BABLY NINE TEEN SEVEN, COUNSEJ, FOR NY 
STATE FUEL ADMINISTRATION NINETEEN TWENTYFOUR, REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE 


FOR LT, GOV, NY NINETEEN TWENTYTWO AND CANDIDATE FOR GOV, NINETEEN 


THIRTYTWO, COUNSEL TO COMMISSION FOR REVISION NY STATE PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSION LAWS NINETEEN TWENTYKINE, SERVED NY STATE [RATIONAL GUARD 
AS CAPTAIN. , ,V' 

J' BUFFALO DIVIS ION iV- 

d'on'OVAN BORN JAN. FIRST, EIGHTEEN EJGHTYTHREE IN BUFFALO, PARENTS 
TIMOTHY P. AND ANNA LENNON DONOVAN. BEGAN LEGAL PRACTICE AT BUFFALO 
NINETEEN SEVEN. SERVED. AS US DA J^E_gTERN D I STRICT _NY_ NINETEEN TWENTY 

TM. XO-TWEOTYFOUR. RECORDED-92 77- '3^7 

^ ^ -fUL T-- CO..-:, Li 
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PAGE TWO 


RlCHt^CND DIVIDION 
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DONOVAN MEMBER US DELEGATION TO CUSTOMS REGULATION CONFERENCE BETWEEN 
US AND CANADA NINETEEN TWFNTYTHREE. ASSY. ATTORNEY GENERAL US NINETEEN 
TWENTYFOUR TO TWENTYFIVE, ASST. TO AG TWENTYFIVE TO TWENTYNINE. 

US COMMISSIONER AND CHAIRMAN RIO GRANDE RIVER COMPACT COMMISSION 
TWENTYEIGHT TO TWENTYNINE. US COMMISSIONER, CHAIRMAN, COLORADO 
RIVER COMMISSION SINCE TWENTYNINE. MEMBER BOARD OF ARBITRATION UNDER 
NATIONAL MEDIATION BOARD CONTROVERSAY BETWEEN AMERICAN 
TRAIN DISPATCHERS ASSOCIATION AND B i M RR, COORDINATOR OF INFO 

¥ 

FORTYONE, DIRECTOR OF CSS DURING WW TWO AS MAJOR GENERAL, US 
ARMY. UNOFFICIAL OBSERVER FOR SECRETARY OF NAVY IN GREAT BRITIAN 
AND SE EUROPE FORTY TO FORTYONE. HANDLE. 


BOARDMAN 


ALBANY RICHMOND AND BUFFALO ADVISED 
HFC 
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SACS BUFFALO AUD NE?? YORK URGENT 

TTILLIAM JOSEPH DOKOVAN - SI. BUDED JUNE TVJEi'iTtTlVO NEXT- REBDTEL 
JUNE FIFTEEN LAST AND NEff TORE TEL JUNE SEVETJTEEN. BEC(M)S NIS 
PUBLIC SERVICE COJIMISSION REFLECT QEN. DONOVAN SERVED AS COUNSEL 
TO COIU^ITTEE RI^GAGED IN REVISION THIS COmiSSIOlPS IANS KINIirEEN 


TWiTTKINE. COFLTTTEES REPORT REI’LECTS ASS(3C1ATES OF DONOVAN AS 


Ti k f 


F0L1/J.V5: .IQ H M K N n .HT-.. UHA I WP.'Jl K - XJiJJrJU'.L. tJUmjr. iii 

BUFFALO; WILLIAM J. HlSc^, RETURNED HIS SUfREME COURT .RJSTICE, 


BUFFALO, N.T. 'DR. JAlfflS C/«PlfBHIGBty.f)C<MtolB5CS AT; >: 
H||s UJriVERAITY. CONDXT NECESSARI lOTERVIEAS. 


KELLI 


END 

JPHihlm 

? 7-3597 

cc» Director, FBI 
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WASHINGTON FROM NEW YORK 12 


9-17P 


^KtCTOR 


,.,.U R G E N T.,,. 


WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI. REURFILE. DONOVAN-S SON, DAVID MAINTAINS 
RESIDENCE AT CHAPEL HILL FARM, BERRYVILLE, VIRGINIA, HANDLE. 


BOARDMAN 

RICHMOND ADVISED 


NY R 12 WA JG 


RE00!!DED-92 









noonras orFiciAL coMMUNiCATroN*^ to 
tHE SECRETARY OF STATE 
‘V/Acmr»r.TCN r?, d, c- 


/ ; 


Department of S’. 



W ^.SH [NGTON 


e- 


v/; 


June 1?, 1953 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 




The President is considering for appointir.ent as a chief 
of mission General JVi l3j.a m J^-^Dono van. The Foreign Relations - 

Conmittee of the Senate has requesTed~l;hat such nominations be 
submitted with my assurance that a full field investigation by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been concluded. 


./I 


It is requested j therefore, that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation conduct a full field investigation of General 
Donovan and transmit the findings to me through the Office of . 
Security of this Department, 

(y 

Biographic information on General Donovan is enclosed. (.r 
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t ' 




Sincerely yours, 


^ ^ J i ' / 'll 

Ar : ■ vyi'-N :i ' 
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John Foster Dulles 


/ 
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Enclosure 








The Honorable 

J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 


HtCORDfD - ./ 

iWUH 










Vi'illiam Josepls-iyor) rvan 











(p._, 662, WHO'S WHO IN M!ERICA, 1952-53) 

lawyer; b, at Buffalo, N.Y., Jan. 1, 1833; s, Tir.iothy P. and Anna (Lennon) 
D.; A.B., Columbia, 1905, LL-B., 1907; LL.D., Niagara U., 1919, U* of Notre 
Dame, 1929, Syracuse Univ., 1931* 

m. Ruth Rumsey July ih, I9II4; children — David Rumsey, Patricia (dec.). 


Began practice at Buffalo, 1907; counsel for N.Y. State Fuel Administration, 

I92I4; Republican candidate for lieut. gov. of New York, 1922; U.S. dist. 
atty. , Yfestem District of N.Y., 1922-21;; mem. U.S. delegation to customs 
regulations conf. between U.S. and Can., 1923; asst. atty. gen. of U.S., 192l;-25; 
the asst, to the atty. gen,, Mar, 1925-29; U.S. commr. and chinn_. Rio Grande 
River Compact Coranm., 1928-29; U.S. corunr., chmn. Colo. River Comnin. since 
1929; mem. Donovan, Leisure, Newton, Lombard & Irvine; counsel for Assn. Bar 
City New York and New York and Bronx Co’unty bar assns. in bankruptcy investi- 
gation, 1929; counsel to com. for revision Neiv York state pub. service comnin. 
laws, 1929. lein. Bd. Arbitration, under Nat. Mediation Bd., controversy 
between An. Train Dispatchers Assn., and B. <Sc M. RR. Rep, candidate for 
Governor of N.Y., 1932. Served as capt. Troop I, 1st Cav., N.Y, Nat, Guard; 

Asst Chief of Staff, 27th Div,, A.E.F., ViTorli War; maj., brigade, adj,, 

5lst Brigade; maj., l65 Inf, (old 69th N.Y.) advancing to rank of col., 
wounded three times; unofficial observer for sec, of navy. Great Britain, 
Jixly-Aug. I9I4O, southeastern Europe, Dec, 19l;0-i^ar. I9UI; apptd, coordinator 
of Information, July 19iil; dir.. Office of Strategic Services, Jime 19ij2; 
rank of maj, gen., U.S, Army. 


Decorated (World 7/ar I) Congressional Medal of Honor for conduct in action 
near Landres and St, Georges, France, Oct. Il;-l5, 1918; D.S.C* for conduct 
in crossing River 0\u'cq, July 28-31, 1918, D.S.M. for services in Bacarat 
sector, July 28-31» and Meuse-Argonne Offensive, Oct, 1918 (U.S.), Legion 
of Honor, Croix de Guerre with x>alin and silver star (France), Croci di 
Guerra (Italy); (lYorld War II) Oak leaf cluster on D.S.M. for services as 
dir, of strategic services (U.S,), Order of Crowv (Italy), Knight Comdr. 

„r I?.— ; 4 . qV. Tv.,-r~; t a,,-: 

vJX ' nWca ua. i.>x u. ^ v.'x nvxit.’x \x'xcxxi^^y^ 

Grand officer Order of Leopold with plam (Belgium), Papal Laterar. medal. 
Order St, Sylvester (Papal), Comdr.' s Cross vdih star of Polorda Restituta 
(Poland), 1st Class of Most Exalted Order of White Elephant, Santi Mala 
medal (Siam), Comdr, Cross with star Royal Order of St. Olav (i’^onvay); 
Alexander Hamilton medal Assn. , Alumni Columbia Coll. Mem. Assn, Bar City 
New York (exec, com, 1931), Phi Kappa Psi, Phi Delta Phi, Republican. 
Catholic, 


m nHc • ■RiiffaTn JI»vi vtii'ni +.v. Uf>+.T'firw-iT t ivi ri. nhf'W r.Via c;r f .'/.t kIvi Tin ■! .nn ^ • 


River, University, Cedar Creek (New York), 


Home: 1 Sutton PI. S., New York, N.Y,; also Chapel Hill Farm, Berryville, Va, 

Office; 2 Wall Street, New York City, 5. 
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Juno 16, 19^3 


, 77-S?7*<' 

RECOHPFD-^'^ 


y 

Pr;R501i.^L n^o f'OnriDrNTI^L 
BY MES3RJGER 


Tho Honorablo 

The Seorotary of Gtato 

’■'ashlngton, D, C, 

!"‘y dof.r ?'r. Secretary: 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated June 12, 19 $3 » in which you roquestod 
InvDstlgatlon of General V/llliaro J, Donovan, whom 
the President is 'conslBlerlng for hprolntmont as a 
chlof of nlsoion. 

Ploa.'>o bo advised tliat tijln invest J ration 
has boon ordered and upon completion a suxnrTary of 
the results will be forwarded to you in accordanco 
with your request* 

V/lth expressions of my highest esteem and 
host regards. 
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(p, 662, V.'IO'S WHO li’ aJ^ERICA, 19iJ2-53) 

lawyer; b. at Bulfalo, Jan. i, lB33; s. Ti-iptuy r. end Anna (Lennon) 

D.j A.B., Columbia, 1905, LL.B,, 1907; LL.D., Kiaeara U., 1919# U. of Ko±ire 
Dame, 1929, Syracuso Univ., 1931. 


m 


. Ruth Ramsey July lU, 191L; children — Uaviil Ramsey, Patricia (dec.). 


L'Opan practice at Bui'falo, 1907; counsel for tl.Y. rta.,e Fuel Adnlnistration, 
192ii; liepu bllcan caiidictitc for llott. ncv. of cti.' York, 1922; J.S. diet, 
atty., Western District of li.Y., 1922-2iU; mea. iJ.S. deleeatioii to custoais 
re^UXUl^iQIia (.:uxu • UtSUntJCUl Ual?# ekoov^* Kfcvojr* 

the east, to the atty. igon., v.ar. 1925-29* U.B. coantir. and chnn* P.io Grande 
River Coapact Oonmm., 1928-29; D.S, con .or. , chnn. Colo. River Co.u xa. since 
1929; neM. Donovan, Leistire, t?cwton, LoTubard t-. Irvine; counsel for Assn, ‘ nr 
Cit,' Io;r York nnei ' ?:j7 York -in-l .-’ronx Co mty Ixir as;.!n.-. . in .'■otixrnT.tcy irn/L Sti- 
gation, 1929; coiiriscl to cor>. for revision kevr York state pub, scr'/ice co .'.n. 
laws, 1929 . Van. Id. Aruitration, under Kat. i’cdiation i;d., controversy 
bet.'ioon An. Train kispatchers .ism;,, .'oid I?, d Yl’. kop. canaidate for 
Governor of N.Y., 1932. Served as capt. Troop I, 1st Cav,, K.Y, Mat, Guard; 

i sa-l-. rVii mC rtC *}+_a'T-r. I>7+.h T>-1 V _ . A ’.7a'r. nn-<.. br‘'5n'adfi. afH»» 

5lat Brigade; maj,, l65 Inf. (old 69 th jS.I.) advancing to rank of col., 
wo’jnded three times; unofficial observer for sec, of r*a^y, Great liritain, 
July-Aug, 19ti0, southeastern Europe, Dec, 19U0-i;ar, 19lJ.j apptd, ooordir^tor 
of liLforriutior., Jul^v 19luL; dir., Office of r tralc'^ic r-or/ices, June 19i;2; 
rank of maj, gen., U.S, Arnjy. 






Decora led ( '.Vo i‘ld .Var I) Co:»i.vrorsional ;.ledal of ;!onor i'or conduct i . action 
near Landres and St. Georges, Franco, Oct. Ib-l5, 1913; D.S.C, for conduct 
in crossing River Ourcq, July 23-31, 1918, D.S,?J. for services in Pacarat 
sector, July 23-31, and Uouso-Argonne Offensive, Oct, 1916 (LJ.S.), Legion 
of Honor, Croix de Guerre with palm and silver star (Franco), Croci di 
Quena (Italy); (World War II) Oak leaf cluster o;i I ,S,M. for Ecn''iceE as 
dir, of strategic eorviees (U.S.), Order of Crow; (Italy), Knight Coadr. 

Order of Lritieh fimpiro (Great Britain), Corxir, Legion of Honor (France), 
Grand officer Order of Leopold with plaxi (Eolpium), Papal Lateran t social. 

Order St. Sylvester (Papal), Cos.di'.'s Crocs nith star of ioloaia Kectitvita 
(Poland), let Clans of Yoct Fa.al.tod Oi'dei of Wliltc Elephant, Santi L'ala 
medal (SiuTTi), Comdr, 01 * 0 ; s ;ri.th rtai’ "oy^al Orclei’ o'. Dt. Olav (“onmy); 
Alexander Hamilton , iOdal Assn, , ..Iwnni Colambia Coll. ^'em. Assn, Par City 
New York (fcxtjc. CO.' I, 1931), fid Kaj'pa 1 si, 1 hi i;clta Phi, -vepublicau. 

Catholic • 

0- 

Clubsj Buffalo (Pul'falo); Univorfdty, Metropolitan, Chevy Chase ( us)iin;-ton); 
River, University, Ctsdar Creek (bew York), 

Hocioj 1 Sutton PI, S., Now York, N.Y.; also Chapel Hill Fara, Borryville, Va, 
' Officei 2 Aall Street, New York City, 5, 

















n 

7 


O 






6-18-53 URGENT 

SAC NEW. YORK 

WILLIAM JOSEPH'DONOVAN, SI. RE3UTEL JUNE FIFTEEN, FIFTY THREE. 
REFER TO POLLO'JlNCr REFERENCES IN COIJNFUTION vTTii IRIG IE v ESTI l.ATI- 
URFILF ONE ilUNDRED DASH TWO FIVE NINE ^L'RO FOUl{, J..Y L'E :''! ’rf: , 
URLLT i)ATFX> APRIL SEVEN FIFTY THREE; URFTLE ONE HUNDRED DASH NINE 
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JANUARY TWENTY, FIFTY THREE, PAGE THREE; URPILE ONE HUNDRED DASH 
ONE ZT-RO NINE SFVfN SEVIN FOUR, .H frDf>lSON PRiD:., Si -1 da:..:i c, 

REPORT OF -A JOHN L. PAG/ DATED PEDHUT.RY SIlV :'N' iT FK FIEi'Y THREE, 
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NEW YORK 15 FROM WASH DC IS 6-3S PM MLT 
SAC URGENT 

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI. REBUTEL JUNE FI'^TEEN, FIFTY THREE, REFER 
TO FOLLOWING REFERENCES IN CONNECTION WITH THIS INVESTIGATION, URFILr 
ONE HUNDRED DASH TWO FIVE NINE ZERO FOUR, JAY LOVEST^, URLET DATED 
APRIL SEVEN FIFTY THREE, URFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH NINE SIX SIX THREE 
ZERO- DUNCAN LEE. REPORT OF SA* GALLACHER DATED JANUARY TWENTY. FIFTY 
THREE, PAGE THREE, URFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH ONE ZERO NINE SEVEN SEVEN 
FOUR, WILLIAM ADDISON PRICE, SM DASH C, REPORT OF SA JOHN L, FACAN 
DATED FEBRUARY SEVENTEEN FIFTY THREE, PAGE EIGHT, 

HOOVER 

END 
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URGENT 


WILLI AK JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI. REBUTEL JUNE EIFTEEN, LAST TO VEO. A 
REVIEW or THE INDICES OP THE NYO WITH REFERENCE TO APPOINTEE, REFLECTS 
THE FOLLOWING-ITn FORTYFIVE, ELIZABETH BENTLfiJf ADMITTED THAI. SHE 
Ofl^/TlED AS A COURIER IN A SOVIET ESPIONAGE NETWORK BETWEFN FORTYONE 
'to FORTYFIVE. BENTLEY TESTIFIED BE^^ORE THE HCUA THAT DUNCAN C. LEE," 

'‘ A i^GAL aSvis9p^o th^ Appointee, was' her first contact in the cco, 

OF WHICH DOIWVAN WAS THE DIRECTOR. LEE WAS rORMERLY EMPLOYED BY 
DONOVAN-S LAW FIRM, DONOVAN, LEISURE, LUMBARD, NEWTON, AND IRVINE. 
ANOTHER CONTACT OF BffjfLEY 4 n OSS Wa’s'mAURI'cE HaTpEPINT’ WITH REGARD 
TO DUNCAN LEE,_ YOUR ATTENTION IS INVITED TO THE REPORT OF SA 

JAN. TWENTYEIGHT, FOPTYSIX, AT WASHINGTON, 

PAGE SIXTYEIGHT, IN THE GREGORY MATTER, YOUR FILE ONE HUNDRED DA SH 
ONE SEVEN FOUR NINE THREE. WFO IS ORIGIN IN THE LEE CASE. IN REGARD 
TO HALFERIN, SEE REPORT OF SA EDWARD W, DOOLEY DATED FEB. ELEVEN, 
FORTYSIX AT NYC, PAGE FORTYFOUR, IN GREGORY CASE, AND WFO LET TO 
DIRECTOR UNDER SAME CAPTION DATED DEC# ELEVEN, FORTYFIVE, ON PAGE TWO, 
WHERE'haTpERIN-S NAME IS MENTIONED, ALONG WITH THE NAME 0? APPOINTEE. 

g g ,J u ^ 2 1 9'^ L’ V C01Vi)t0-92 y?-5V(J6''k^ 

END OF PAGE ONE U' 
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PAGE TWO 
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ALSO SEE REPORT OF SA JONES DATED JAN. ELEVEN, FORTYSIX, AT WASH 
IN THE GREGORY MATTER, PAGE ONE THREE FIVE, CONCERNING DONALD NIVEN 
WHEELER, AN OSS EMPLOYEE, INVESTIGATED UNDER THE HATCH ACT. THE 
APPOINTEE ADVISED THE BUREAU HE WOULD TAKE NO ACTION IN THIS MATTER. 

WFO AS ORIGIN IN THE GREGORY CASE, IN REQUESTED TO FURNISH A SUITABLE 
DOCUMENTATION OF BENTLEY-S ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING HER CONTACTS AT 
OSS, FURNISH APPROPRIATE SKETCHES OF DUNCAN LEE, MAURICE HALPERIN, 

AND DONALD NIVEN WHEELER FROM BENTLEY-S TESTIMONY RE OSS, IF POSSIBLE, 
AND THEIR ASSOCIATION WITH THE APPOINTEE AT THAT TIME, BOSTON, 

HOWEVER, IS ORIGIN IN THE HALPERIN CASE, NH DIVISION. REFERENCE IS 
MADE TO YOUR FILE SIXTYFIVE DASH ONE TWO EIGHT EIGHT, ENTITLED 

^^^mmum^i^wA's, e$p as your 

WILL REVIEW FILE AND REPORT ANY PERTINENT INFO CONCERNING THE MANSFIELDS 
AND THE APPOINTEE AND HIS LAW FIRM. FOR THE INFO OF THE NH OFFICE, 
GENERAL DONOVAN IS BEING CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT AS A CHIEF OF 
MISSION. THE BUREAU DESIRES THIS CASE BE ASSIGNED TO A MATURE, 
EXPERIENCED, WELL QUALIFIED AGENT, AND AFFORDED CONTINUOUS ATTENTION 
TO INSURE THAT THE DEADLINE IS MET. SET NECESSARY LEADS BY TELETYPE. 
SUREP ATTN- INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, SI SECTION, BY JUNE TWENTYTWO, 

NEXT, WITHOUT FAIL. 

BOARDMAN 


NEW HAVEN ADVISED HLD 

tIO OOPIIS Wt 
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ALBANY, NEW YORK 
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6-19-53 
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REPORT MADE BY 

JAMES P. HEMICK, JH, 
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WILLIAM JOSEPH ■ DOI'IOVAN 


CHARACTER OF CASS 

SPiXIAL IHQUIJ'IY 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

DONOVAN Republican candidate for Lieutenant Governor, New York 
State, 1922 ; Republican candidate for Governor, Nev^ York State, 
1932 * Served as counsel to Comnilssion for Revision of New York 
State Public Service Commission Laws, 1929- New York State 
Uepartiiienfc of Audit and Control records reflect DONOVAN Chief 
Counsel to New York State Fuel Commission, 1922. Records, 

New York State Board of Law Examiners, reflect V/ILLIAM J. 

DONOVAN applied to take Nev; York State bar examination, March, 
,.1907. Graduate of Columbia University, I 905 . Attended Columbia 
Law School two years. Took bar examination Octeber 22, 1907j 
passed and certified to Fourth Judicial Department, Rochester, 

New York, N ■vember, 1907- Records, New York State Court of 
Appeals, reflect WILLIAM J. DONOVAN admltlee New Ye-rk State Supremo 
Court, Fourth Judicial Department, Rochester, Nev; Y. rl:, November, 
1907- Filed oath to practice as attorney in Mew Yur’c State 
December, 1907* Membership in New York State National Guard 
and New York State Bar Association verified. Record clear. 

DONOVAN was granted honorary LL.D. degree by Syracuse University 
"in 1930 . Lr. PINLa G. CR/?t«/F0RD, Syracuse University, highly 
recommends applicant as to character, loyalty and associates. 


- RUC - 


REFERENCES: Bureau teletype dated 6-15-53. 

Now Y'ork City teletype dated 6-17-53- 
Albany teletype dated 6-18-53. 
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DETAILS: 

AT ALBALY, DEW YORK 

; irs . G. iLi'ANj Pi’incipal Pile CIcrL-,, I^esv York State , public 
Service Commission, advised that tnere wou itr be no record In their 
Personnel Department of Genei’al DONOVAN having served as Counsel 
to the Commission to Revise the New York State public Service 
Commission Laws. She suggested that Mr. RLEECKER H. BAKER of their 
Legal Division might be of help in this matter. 


lir. B^EECI^R H._ B_ApR, Legal Division, New Y.rx State 
Public ServTc’e^' CoiTimlssiTon, made available the report of tills 
CominissloYi ' s work in 1929. The report reflected that KILLIAM J. 
DONOVAN'had served as Counsel to the Legislative Commission to 
Revise the Laws of New York State Public Service Commission. This 
report further reflected thati^ssociated with DONOVAN on this ^ 
Commi.sslon were Dr. JAMES C. BOI'IBHIGHT, Economics Professor at/ 
*Rew York University, Senator JOHN KNIGHT of Buffalo, .New York, 
and WILLIAl' J. HICiiEY, also of Buffalo, New York. Listed on the 
Research jltaf^ th:^ _ Cormnission was FINLA H. CRAWFORD, presentl;, 
Vice-c]'ian*ce j l'ci” 'b'T Syracuse Univei^l'ty . 


Rr. EARL FRANC 13 
State Department of State, 


Direct -r, Election Board, Ncvj Yor“ 
advised that his records . ref lected 


that 


WIL_^A1LjL._D^ 0N0XA,N was _the_ Republican candidate f or ..Lieutenant 
Governor of New Ybrk^'Sbate, ejection of 1922, but was’ defeated- 
'ey GEOHI^ETlUNN. The V'ecoRds__furthe_r.. ref lected .tha.t .WILLIAM J. 
DONOVi'.N was the Repubilc.an. car2idate for Governor in 1932 and was 
defea’ted^.by 'HERBMT..iL..Lf;HI'IAN-.- Mr. FRANCIS advised that he did 
not know General DONOVAN personally, but knew of his tremendously 
fine reputation. He further stated that he did not I’ecall that 
General DONOVAN ever resided In Albany. _^'ir. FRANCIS suggested tliat 
the writer contact Mr. WILLIAM KING, Secretary of tlie Nevj York Siat; 
Senate, for information concerning General DONOVAN. 


1 . 0 . WILLIAM KING, Secretary of the New York State 
Senate, advised that he had met General DONOVAN on only one occasi 
in' Buffalo and could not say that he knew him personally. He 
advised, however, that his reputation speaks well for him ani_i that 
he knew tliat General DONOVAN had made a great name for liitaself 
both In New York State and in the service of ’ais country. 


2 
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b'r. WILLIAM K. DOUGHERTY, ^ecutLv- Deputy Compfcroll'; :■ , 
Nov/ Yorl: State Department of Aodlt and Control, advised tfiat his 
records shovjed WILLIAM J. DOMOVAN as Chief Counsel for the Mew 
York State Fuel Ad'ministratlon. ' “Tlie records further indicated 
that “this 'capacity was 'served from September 7> 1922 to December 
■ 1922 .' The ‘r«^cords Indicated that''Mr. DONOVAN received a flat 
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AT SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 


The following investigation was conducted by SA 


'■:t; 


G. ROTM. 


^ Records of the Registrar of Syracuse University reflect 

y that applicant was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws 
in 1930 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Employee 


T? A \ 


CP 
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AT ALBANY. NEW YQFJ^ 

BETTY CONNORS, Clerk, New York State Board of Law 
Examiners, advised that her records reflected V.'ILLIAM J. DONOVAN, 

New York City and Buffalo, New.York, appile'd t6”take the New York 
StBlre Bar'Ex&minatlon' on'Ma’rch 23 j 1907. Education background at 
that time consisted of graduate from Columbia University 1905 and 
/two years attendance at Columbia Law School, No other information 
was available. He took the New York State Bar Examination October 
22, 1907 j passed and was certified to the Fourth Judicial Depart- 
ment, Rochester, New York, November 7, 1907. 

Kr. PLCYD r^ELIUS, Clerk, New York State Court of Appeals, ad- 
V vised that his records ref lecte3‘"Tn!TXICTrJ,''''D0N0VAK ' vvas 'admitted 
td' the' Supreme Court, Fourth ’ Judlclal'.Bepartment , Rochester, New 
York,' during the November Term 1907 and that he filed oath to 
practice as an attorney in New York State on December 24, I907. 

Colonel EDV/IN C. GOrlE, Nevj York State Adjutant General's Offi' 
advised that his records reflected VilLLlAM J. DONOVAN was born 
January 1, l883j that he enlisted in the New York State National 
Guard as Private, Troop I, First Cavalry, on May 7 j 1912; and thjt 
fun October 11 1912 he was made a Captain in the same unit. The 
records further indicated that WILLIAM J. DONOVAN was a Captain, 
Troop I, First Cavalry, Mexican Border, June 30, I916 through March 
30, 1917. On May I5, 1917, while holding the rank of Captain, he 
was llkevjlse appointed Assistant Chief of Staff of the Mew York 
Division. On July 7, 1917, he was made Major in the Adjutant 
General's Department, First Brigade. DONOVAN v;as transferred to t'le 
69th Infantry Branch of the First Brigade (The Fighting Irish) on 
August 15, 1917. This organization was redesignated the 165th 
Infantry on the same date. DONOVAN was appointed a Lt. Colonel on 
September 3, I918 and a Colonel on March 3, 1919 and served in the 
American Expeditionary Forces from March 26, 1917 through April 22, 
191^T. He was v/ounded twice in action on July 31j 1918 and October 
15, li)l 8 . 

Miss ISABELLE THHOWBRlOGBy* Secr^^jfy , New York State Bar 
Association, advised th_at_WlLLIAM, J, DONOVAN, 2 Wall Street, Nevj 
York City, has been a member of the New York State Bar Association 


_ A - 
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since 191^ and has continued his membership to the present time 
and is In good standing. 

There was no derogatory information contained in the files 
of the Nc^rYork" State 'Board of Law Examiners, New York State ■ 

Ad jutant ' General ' s Office and/or the New York State Bar Associa- 
tion regarding WILLIAM J. DONOVAN. 
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The folloviiig investigation was conducted by SA WILUAM C. PIPER. 


AT SYRACUSE, REV YORIC: 





Dr. J-TKIA G. CRAV.TORD, V'ice-Cha!iccllor>' Syracuse University, 
advised that In I 929 he and other members of Syracuse University served 
on a committee appointed by the then Governor, FRANKLIN D. P^OOSEVELT, tq_ 
revise the New York State Public Service Commission laws, i)r. crAUFORD 
said that the applicant was the legal representative for the committee 
and had his headqioarters in New York City at that time. Dr. CRAWFORD 
said he was well acquainted with the applicant at that time and has had 
occasional contact with him since then. He described the applicant as a 
person of the highest character, reputation, and habits, and one who was 
highly regarded by his friends and associates. Re stated the applicant 
was completely dependable and trustworthy. Dr. CPAWFORD stated further 
that during World war II, the applicant headed the Office of Strategic 
Services in Washington, D. C. He also said that during the time he lias 
been acquainted with the applicant, he has never heard him say anything 
nor has he ever heard anyone say anything about the applicant which would 
indicate that he was not a loyal or patriotic citizen. Dr, d^AWI'ORD stated 
that he would highly recommend the applicant for a position of trust and 
confidence. He also stated that to his knowledge there was no one presently 
at Syracuse University who was acquainted with the applicant. 
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NEW YORK 

6/19/53 
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¥ITLI am, J C r ' . 1 ' H N 0 V ATJ . ak a ; 

"Wild Bi3 T''f5>^ov8n 


CHARACTER OP CASE 

SPc’ClAL INt.:UIIT/ 


synopsis of FACTS: 

and assoc 
infor^nat 1 
Top artmen 
CoTiri' i t te e 
Apno.1 ntec 
Commi. ttee 
Regiment 
lTJ3ABETti 
, ; • 1?7 indlvi 

NYC . No 


Background from "Who's Who" set forth. Education 
latlon with Columbia University verified. No lerogatory 
on. Appointee not admitted to Bar In Yii’Ft Judicial 
t, No record of action by Bar of City of New '■’ork oi* 

: on Grievarices. Asscclaticn with ov;n law m. vorifiea, 
highlr reccminonded. No record at ;■ eoiibl ‘ic an Btate 
, Acting Boerctary recommends. No record at o9th 
Armory, Neighborhood favorable. Associates recornmend, - 
BENTLE'^^, admitted Soviet agent, advises CCS infiltrated 
duals aiding UBSR. No derogatory credit information 
criminal record for apnointee and family. 


- RUC - 


RJ.EnBEK'CEb; 


'boreau teletype to New "orl', 6/]p'/p3. 
Albany teletype to New York, 6/l6/33» 


DETAILS: The title of this case is being marked changed to 

reflect the additional name for tMe appointee as 
"kli,o bill" DONCVAN, as noted during the course of the intervie;-; 
v.’iT,]: United State/; Attorney J. ED'WARD LUMBARD, 

FACKGHOin^D 

T^he following background inf err a Pi cn was obtained frc/ii 
"who' s Who In ^Lmcrlca " 19^2 - 19B3i 
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I50N0VAN, WILLIAM JOSiiLH, lawyer; 


York, jFLr.-'j; 
LON OVAL: A 


>ry 1, 1633; 
L. T)e;-;reej 


Buffalo, New 

;..on of TirXiTKY P. ar>d AML. (LAN PCM) 
Columbia University, 1903; LLT; Der,ree, 


born at 

X> /s ' 


1 O A7 • 
-*- > '-z f > 


’'r c.cu : 


V ^ 

Uri :i versi ty 


m o - 

. / J- j 

KL^l: 


.r^ia: 
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July 14, 1914; Chilfrc3n - DAVID VaMLoY, FATiMCia (De-ccaseO) 


Notre Damo, 1920; 
iLYlLYi, 

Began practice at Buflalo, 1907; Counsel for New York Ltate 
Fuel Admlnl strut on, 1924; Republican . candidate for Lieutenant 
Governor of New York, 1922; United .States District Attorney, 
Western District of New York, 1922 - 1924; Member United States 
Delegation to Customs Regulations Conference b=. tween United 
States and Canad?. 1923; Assistant /attorney General of United 

C, -j- ■*- rv “I ) 4M t _ 1 Q C) ♦ "h H A c: rj 1 q *f- o o •1“ f*. ■{" H o f h T'^n . -• fl A' n #■' l'* 1 

March 192'- - 192'‘; United States ConLi"i s " ' one r and Ghrl'':nan, 

iilo Grande ''-(ivctr Compact Co‘U)iis.sion, 1923 “ 1929; United Stat'C' 
Commissioner, Chatman, Colorado ..(iver Commission service, 1929; 
Me.mb^r, Donovan, Leisure, Newton, Lumbard and Ii'vine; Gouiisel 

for ar Association, City of New '-^ork and Mew York and Bronx 

County Bar Associations in bankruptcy investigations, 1929; 
Counsel .to Commis.sion for Revision New York State Public 
Cervico Commission Lavjc, 1929; Member ^^oard of Arb * trat i.en under 
’.'ational i gdiation Board, cortroversy botvo'-.n ..moi'i c.n'.. '’.’uiri 
N/Mratchers / r.'iccl ation . and Boston c , ail rou' 1 ; 

tiepubli can candidate for Governor of 1 o’w Yor!;, ^'■'^32: ta 3'vod 
Captain, Troop I, First Cavalry, New York ''<itional .juai’u; 
Assistant Chief of Staff, 2?th Division, ALJ', World War, 

Major, Brigade, Adjutant, 5lst Brigade; Major, 169th Infantry 
(Old 69th New York), advancing -to rank of Colonel; wounded 


thret; t.imes; unofficial 
Britain, July - Ati.gust, 
March 19J;l5 


observer for Secretary oi' 
1940 > Southeastern Europe, 


a'/yD Are at 
De co.-vib e r , 19 PO - 


Nr. DONOVAN was appointed Co -ordina tor cf Ini'cT ^ aticn, ul 
1941 ,; Dii'cctor, Cfflce of strategic Services, Jun.:.-, 193-2; rank c 
Major .ioiit.ral, Un.i ted States Army. Decoret'-d (,,orld .-.r-r I) 

/ Oongmssional Medol of Honor for conduct Ir, ".ctior.! near i aiidi’cn 
/ and St. Georges, France, October I 4 - 1 ■, 1912; j>is tingni shed 
Service C’r’oss for conduct in crossing Nivui' Ourcq, July 29 - 31, 
IPlB; D.f’.M, for services in Bacarat ...ector, July 2B - 31, 
and Meuse - Argonne Offensive, October, 1916 (United Stft es); 
Order o.f O'rc’wn (Italj^); Knight CommaxUder, Order of Brl ti sh 
Empire (Great Britain), Commander, Legion of Honor (FruiCe); 
Grand Officer, Order of Leopold with Palm (pelgiuia), Papal 
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Lateran Medal, Order iit. l.ylvester, (Papal); Commander’s 
Cross with Otar of Polonia Restituta (Poland), i'drst Class 
of most exalted order of V.'hlte Hlephant; Oanti Mala Medal 
(Oiem); Commander Cross in th Otar, Royal order cf St. Olav 
(Norway); dloxander Hamilton Medal Association ..lumni ; 

Columbia Collep;e r'omorial .issociatlcn; Par, Citji of New '"'ork 
(Executive Committee, 1931); Phi lappa Psi ; Phi Delta PPl; 
Republican, Catholic Clubs: Buffalo (Buffalo); University 

Metropolitan, Chevy Chase ( V/ashington) ; River University, Cedar 
Creek (New fork). Home; 1 Sutton Place, South, New York, 

New York; also. Chapel Hill Farm, Berryville, Virginia. 

Office;' 2 Wall Street, New -York City. 








Educ atlon 


Columbia i'niversity 
116 Street and Broadway 
New York, New York 

The following investigation was conducted by SA JA’ BS J. 

DALv. 


;! • 

’ > / 


Mi 




AR' TurC, Cler-:, Professional Schools 


use 


;hat 


the cupoFntee eaterpd. Columbia.. Lav School on Leplember 27, 

and re cci ve.ci. '~n .LLE -D.e.gr 0 O-.on— May ?7 , '1908^ There v;as liOthing 

olT” a de rogat ory^ jajU; ..4fi .-3),h9.-^9FP Q ^ vcL-S,. ..e piipl 9.^.^ cord, 

^Mi sc. BSRTHA SECOR, Clerk, 0 olumbi a Coll ege,_ advl sed that 
the a pp_o1 n t ‘'eh t eTEtTbCCil.'Cl£lilA . .tToXTe g d 7 in , S e p t emb e r,"l ,50.3;^^ 

re cc i ve”d..e.;i AB Degree in June, 1907* The appointee's residence 

a Lj o ft' ■ RU rr n 1 A .’''DTfttf 


\ .*aT~that time waS'‘DUfral67'n^Tevr’YdrE‘7''^Tid‘ hi s fate 


^ / listed as January 1, IB 83 at Buffalo. 

V •/ v^TT O 4 " 1 T > •/■» 4 “ i > * v» 4 ^^ t /li O pm V> rm 4 * 

iio'OVrVt W -i. j j y 

;\rid none of his foimier professors were 


There was 
e ' s”7'.7Ficl. 

av a.i 1 able 


nothing of a 
ist^c j*cGcr*d 
for inua’vlc’. 


Association With Columbia Un.iversitv 

L ... - - - «< - 



Alumni F'-deration of Columbia University, Incorporated 
Mornlngslde Heights, Ne'w fork City 

Mrs. DORCPf'if J)0YL£, Clei^ advised that the Federation 
' rocords rcflectod t.hat the appointee Is. a r^sidcont of h Sutton Plata:, 
\ . South, and has been a member cf the Columbi a Gcllego Alumni 

1922__a‘nd ^Coiunjbia Law School Al'umnl since-1928, . hCYLB 

'' sTSfed'^Qi at Ker records further reriected appointee’ s^businebs 
. atldre ES' "Was ' Z Wall ■Et'rbbt. '' 


- 1 - 


V../ 
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Council On The Committee Of Development 
And Research Of Columbia University 
Morninfy ide Heights, Hew York City 


Ur. *3^hC0r.Rg 
that the aopointoe 


i/ 


C. RUGOLhS, Assistant director, advised 
is presently the Chairman of tlie above- 
mentioned. council. He stated that the apoointee had been a 
Ep^iin"Yi73‘vIhor“'lo‘T^Fosi^e^ -when -'he- was Y^eslden t 

oT^olurri^ i a. ^Un iYeJpAUiil,!' Mr . ti t ed7^tii.ai '-theU^PPoi n te c 

h'ad'“ beer{^.appoih.t,ed,J;o_these35osit3 oha by Presides t Sisenhov;er. 
F'Kr^UGGLEC stated‘1further''that''"the" 'appointee hhs beeh'very 
'actlve"Th' the" above' cbuhcil 'fih'd has ;been largely robponsible f 

^ 1 K i.; " v^ ^ •f'/' +-•< TT/- 11 ' n c c?—" “ Uo <n -f- *J f-. (-1 r 1 •t'.hn'h nn no.C, 'iCU bo 

h'as 'worked closCly with tl:c 'appointee in the fujiotioninj o-f 
this crgaisi zatlon and has found that the appointee is nj-i 
outstanding admini strator , possessing excellent chuructor and 
reputatrlonP Hr. HIGGLES recommended the appointee iiiost highl; 
and stated-ths-tt-he- js^-u ' loyal '/mnerlcan citizen whom he would 
recommend for a positlTon ^r true.t. 


Admisfion To The Hew York State Bar 


!'U '^rt Judicial Hepar tmeri t , appellate Di^'isicn 
New York btatf. Supreme Court 
25 Street and Madison avenue 

The following investigation was conducted by SA STAMdS 
> fO ’ CONN iiLL . 


f'/ 




HARTf' STA’''TOG, AssVE-tant Clerk, advised their records 
od tyiirt tvht; 3 pv3 oi. n t/ G c ttsd tu tti— Nbvj yor'R 


state Par through 


the First Department, Mr, STANTON advised 
further tnere was no record of any action taken against tiie 
appointee by that Hopartment. ■ 


A CSC O' at ion Of ll>e Bar, Cit.y of Mow York 
42 b'e c t 4^f S t roe t 


J 


Hiss CrhOROIA MEY'd'.’, 

n ^ n "h n P' t.t « a 

cr^ai*) zLtion on J-'ebruary 


4 *^Qf 

U J 4. u U 


JlWk, Treasurer' s Office, advised 


K A 


n r-i n ri -1 n W f> f ' t.t r> .<5 p 1 o r*. h M H 

■ 2 , 19227 


hn hbft mf-;TnheT''Kh i p in thr^ above 




ffr, GKRALH H-'.cDONAGH, Office of the Secretary, a.v.’ised 
A;hat the ^r'pointee held the„,f pllowi ng offices in the above 
- sssociation; . 193D to 1934-^on the h:xecutive Committee; 193M- on 
the Hominstlng , Committee. '*Hr, MacuOHAGFI also ' advl sed;' th at the 
y^ppolhhee has been a _sustp.ining member of the Association since 


- h - 


Q 


■-J' 




iT' ■-4'- ■' > '■ 



1 

? 


Nir 7,7-16713 


,1 , 




Mr. PRTHTTaL WEBSTKR, Presidont of the Asspcl ,..9^ 'the 

of ’'the‘'‘(Tlty of New' senior' partner in the f im 

V.ebster, Sheffield and Chrysf! e, 1^ Prcaa ft'.’er.t, advi^^ “ ' 
tho t ho har VnovJij .the . £p pcintee since ^IS'27*^ At "that t hot fee vjoo 
^IH'- oppol ntoo ' E personal aEslstaiit In the Anti-Trust Division 
of the Dcp.'! rt^nent of Justjce, the eppo‘ u.cc at that tj'i-o hcinp 
an Asslstitnt to the Attorney General, Mj-*. h .hS't.pj statci that 
the appointee ren:alned in that posl tion until 1919 when KhFibi-AT 

_ _ _ ^ ^ ^ i- ^ +"r'i "V "rt 1.* 

Det^arao ri'eaxuoni/ auu uic caiJ^JUxtiL^cfc u ux 'j. j. **. 

to found his law firm. In 1930 ’Mr, V,7;5STb’R came to New York 
and .joined the appointee’s firm and remained until 193U* 

WPJBSTSR advised that since 1934 he has seen the appointee 
Inteimittently . Tr. WhBM'UH statc^d that the appointee hc.s a 
wonderful record as a soYhLjr, puMic official nun a Ift’-.yur. 

Mr. WMEBTGPi recommended the appointee most h:' fjhl\ as to his 
cfiai’ ac tei’, reputation aih loyalty to the Ilniti. .. ft a tea lovernriont, 
He knows nothing derogatory concerning him and rscotruiionded 


i O] 


osltioi 


trust. 


/Jft/ 

r 


;.a// 

'V/ 


Nevj vork County Lawyers’ Association . . 

14 Vesey Street 

;i'’. 1 OPPEhHSIK, Membersliio hocrutuiy, ad yi s ed th at 

the spuf-i.i^too became a monber c’’ the A s.' oci ?.tion in 197' ■ an.d Is 
'■oreaontly a sustaining me mber in y ooc rtundirig. 

Committee on Discipline 
14 Vesey Street 

' Mr, iSOKGi R. ADAMS, A ttorney ror ^.the ..above c,oranittoe, 
advised that .they„.p.o.s,ses^ed. ■na-«a[^'fto any .actinn taken . agaiji o' 

.'ontJ 

Committee On Grirv;ujce.'; Of The Asjociation 
or '’’h^ ’’■'rr liio City Of New Vork 

1 [ j scy i t re.’.: t 


f^y/ 
/ 


M’-. ’ ‘:.W1S h. RLlGiCLhS, Assis t'SntT'A ttornev ' -r tlie aboV( 
committoe, advised they , pos se.s§ed^. no ^record of any action ta]-r.j.i 
against the appointee, 

EMBLOvMLNT 


Donovan, Leisure, Lumbard, Newton and Ii’vine 
2 Wall Street 


iA'l* :n 


The following investigation was conuuctec by SA^,,0hGL 
/ "LUhCKaTHOI'K. 
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RALSTON R. IRVINJil, Senior Partner, advised that he has 
,been associated with the anpointee since 1926 when both v;ere ll^^ 
the Depart^ient of JUw^ tice, The appointee^ founded, the ,f inn,-. “ 
vjhich hears his , name, in anp.,roximfitely 1929, when., he. ..returned 
f rdih 'VJashi ngton , Mr. T RVtYTK advised that he has beo n associated 
both Drof ecsiorally socially with the appointee and 

recommended him most highly as to his character, reputation, 
loyalty to the United htateo Government and his associates. 


Mr. IRVINE stated that the appointee is one of th^.gxe,atest 
11 vin£T_ ^merlc.ans f r am _t h.&^.poh.nt. .Qil..^.£j3vice„.that^-he, has-^r ende.r e d 
to' the' United States. Kr. IRVINE advised that, he knov.’s nothing 
derogatd'ry ■ concerning' the appointee and re commie Jided him most 
highly for n pi^iti on of trust. 




The i'ollowlng partners In tde fin:; who have been associated 
with the appointee since 1927 and 1929 respectively, both 
p rof e s oi onally and 3ocia.lly furnished substantially the same 
remarks as Mr. IRVINE and recommended the aopointoe and Ills 
family most highly; BRECK I^. McAJ.LISTEl'., OTTO C. DEP.IN(., JR. 


Republican htate Committee 
ij.l nast 42 - Stre^ t 


agent. 


The following Investigation iwas conducted 'oy tne reporting 




COLONEL WAl.TER ELIGH, Acting Secretary, advised thdiJiher 
is no record maintained of the appointee's connection vjith the 
Renublican Party at the above address. Colonel BLIGH stated th 
he has known the*"appointeff~prrofessionally since V/orld '.vai* I, 
Colon-:;! rr i,;,.p stated that tiie ap.pointc e , has a record of loyalty 
for the United States which cannot be surpasoed by any -diher 
individual in this country. He stated that during both Corld 
Wars and in the interim betv/een them he has handled all typos 




c 3. s j 


\ n ^ A 

J i. u. W' 


rt 

->Li. 1 ■ 


W: 


eh 


-f-h 


appointee is not only a patriotic and loyal Amei’ican citizen 
but- he "is an outstanding attorney as well, Col-. nel PJ.-l fi statoc 
that the appointee has both a high civilian anddmiri^ ar' ' rdcord, 
T’f knows nothing ^,e rogatory ..con corning h’dn and recommends him 
most highly for a position of trust with the United States Gove: 

69th Regiment Armory 
29th and Lexington Avenue 


>n;,;ent 


BIA./IO Nb'CC'fO, Clci’k, advised the abovo Armory possess<jd 
no record of the appointee's association with the 16th Regiment, 


bid 


- 6 - 







X-*'- 
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Neighborhood' 


T’hc rollowlng investigation wbs conducted by 'OGD N. 


1 Sutton Piece, South, 

Nev: ^ork City 

HARR^'' HOPKINS, Dooman, advised that the appointee and 
his wife leased an apartment at the above address during the 
summer months approximately two or three years ago. Nr. HOPKINS 
advised that they were excellent tenants and recommended them 
most highly as to their charaett'^, reputation arid loyalty to tlio 
United States Government, He knows I'cthin-; derogatory concerning 
them and recommends the appointee for a position of trust. 




HAn'-;V SNITIT, Superintendent, advised that the £pp ointee nnd 
his vjlfe leased an apartment during the summer months from 19U6 
to anproxlmately 19ii9, He stated that they v/ere excellent 
tenants who caused no trouble in the apartment house and he 
recommended them most highly as to their character, reputation 
j'Tid loyalt;, to the United States ''lovernment . 
nothing de'i’ogatory concerning tu.em and 
V man well, qu-ijfied for a position cf 
States Government, 


SiYTP knei 
stated tno apt'O'! 1 1 1 0 e 
trust, w: til tii'j .rJ t’;t 


N’ 

4 - . 




i; Sutton Place, South 
New York City 

HAKtiX- RCB/l'-S, Rental Agent for the HLNR"'^ FHir-?S Hstato, 
advised th.-t the popointee and his wife have resided at the 
above ad '■"■ess since loay of 19ij-6, He st-ated that, his as scciati t-n 
with the family has been of a professional nature ano. that frv,..i 
this association he v.'oulJ recorr;mend them j;:ost highi.y as to their 
character, ^f-eputation and loyalty to tb.i United Mtates aove rrn 'ont. 
Ho stated that tho appointee ’ s son reuiden at beju'yv ill , Virglni 
at the appointee's country estate. 

Nr, hOBBl'Nfi advised that he knew nothing derogatory 
concerning the appointee or his fftiiily and recommended iiim 
most highly for a position of trust. 


Nr. l:d 
130 


Jl’V Di, o'ORiifT ALIJiAiruHR, 


a tenant, and Captain PAVl 


■omont 


.HAHM^D, 230 Park Avenue, vjho subleased the abc'e E,^rl:.* .-i-. 
to the appointee, both furnished subet ant^ aTly the same remarks 
concerning the appointee and his family background as did |ir. 


ROBB in: 




- 7 - 




%. ' «*<W- 


*w, <1 







VT-r T "I jL -7 ~i ri 

III II -±o I XJ, 

ASSOCIATES 


Ceuci US D. CLA'^, Chailniian of ^the ■Bo.^^rd, Continenttil Can 
Coinpany, 100 t 1|2 Street, advised EA ,iS;-0R0}; l ' . I..UEGt' ; a’KC 1'E 
that he had been acquainted with the appointee, for approxlirately 
ten to tvK'lve yearr. He stated that he fed woi'kcd closely 
with the appointee while in Washington during the 'Aar and 
had V'’ sited, with hin both in Geimany and New York on iiunerous 
occasions. K e st a ted th a t he ha d the highest regard for the 
appointee’ s, ^gharacte ne p.u.ta tj- on , - a sso cl a t e'sY and . cphaiders 

hiir; to be an outstanding citizen of the United, States, whose 
loyalty is beyond question. He stated that duo to the ar.po,intee' 
many successful associations with the United Ltator Crovr^rncienl 
he would 'h 1 filly recommend him for any top Govcrruricnt position. 


The following investigation was conciuctea by the reporting 

cgent, 

J, LTOIBAKD, IMlted Aty^orney for the 4,-outhern 

Ui-twict ^ ’l;£,w ''qfik, and a law par.tner of the o.-poointee, advised 
that ho joined the. appolirfec ' s firm on Novumbci^ll, ajuj. 

has boon i.ipi-n professionally and socially related to hi- 'jinc.,- 
that time.’ Ih', •L'.'KBAiUJ stated that the ai'-'ointee is the gr'. c.t ast 
patriot in t!io Un,,!.ted Utates, and the nest; decorated Ane^rican 
civilian. During; his association v/ith the United htatos Cevern- 
ment, the appblnte-e~has bnen“;^trusted with" he sponsible end 
cldnTlrddh'tIaT^03lti6ris'‘T'y~eve^^' President since V/CODUCW Vv'ILS0!\ ■' 
i'r, LUMBATD ' stAte'd"' that' 'the*"a]^pointee would ‘be the best represon- 
tati'. e"‘tha b the United' States "co uld send a'broad as lie has better 
contacts in forei.gn countries than any person in the' United hta^os 
witri the 'K ssible exception cf 'th e President himself, lir,' 

LUTIPAUU stated thot the appointee has great quU ities of ima.gmiat u i 
and he poureef ulna ss , Ha stated further that the appoini'.ae has 
an' enormous amount of energy for a man seventy yyars old. 

LUU’^AUu' rccoTimended the appointee unqualifiedly as to his — 

Tliaracter, ■‘’eput ation and loyalty to the United htates Uov^-rn:" -n t. , 
he stated thaf the appointee Is known to hi s Intimates as 
"Wild Pill" DONOVAU. He stated that his son UAVI5 resides 
a+, "their country estate In Virginia and his wife resides witl; 
thp fiopoln1;ee here In New Vork . 


- ’ rr’ 


C'cnfidonttal Assict^'it to Mr, Lr'^'iBAtiiD, 
advised that he had been associated with the appointee's lav: 
firm since 19l4.7» He staie.d that he has knowi tiiO appointee 
since that time In a prof essiorial relatio;nship. Ho recoriuneiided 
the appointee unqualifiedly as to hir- character, reputation and 
loyelty to the United Utatos Government. Ho knows nothing 
derogatory ccnc'rning tiin and recommend:; iiim for a position of : 


rus t . 


- b 






■‘r?' 
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■■ C . BOI.'BRIGHT, Professor of .*i;conoir]i cs,-' Gol’^nbia 
University, advised that ’ he first met the appointoe vjhtri he 
(DOKOVAN) was serving as a Cotinsel to the Corrimittee Engaged 
in the levision of the Public ..,ervice Commission Laws for 
New York State, ' L>?', B0K3NIGHT stated that his association 
/ with the appointee has not been a close one and he last saw 
him during World war II in Washington , C. EONHRICHT 

stated that the appointee i*s an outstanding lawyer who has a 
high Dublic record. He recommended him as to his character, 
ability,' reputation and loyalty to the United states Government. 
He knows nothing derogatory concerning him and recommends him 
for a responsible government position. 


iltCLLLAN do UN 


XIPAhd'i’H 


d’iKILL U.;NVLEVr' tn onitt- 


av . .'I csi'j 


;en o , 


ha^fijliLL^e d J;.p, Ahe 




■>y. f 


From I 6 I 4 .I to 16[i.5 nhe had L p$ );ated a_s ■ h l^our l er . i g.'.a 
oviet '>spIoriag^ ftStWSrk ^-jh.i.cb^ ^w as TftnlT erh'ed with Jthe^^recrui^.lng 

"governmen t_ emp3 pye^H! '^ahdl'tKft , cbt''a£rii fig pY 
oryfat ion ''Trom 'theml'to'i^ thoy^kad access, 7^0B. 

lic r ^fQ.viot . ruperipr,., GOLOi: via.'- advi'od thi||f^ YOl'rj;.' 

[hV''Lf_d^.. vias going to vja'sMngton, P, with C/enercI lOlCf/ 
Jd-h<h'hMd i.cp ,.cf OSS. " Thereaflier, some a/ :oj-ic.l ‘war o^'.-inc:: 
t' I mroughJTidE wliich_,.was. nol£_yp.ry._Vj&iiLablp and CJOLCU o^derevi 

contacted^^'C in 

- ■ • ’ - am h«jr xionversat ioa wi,th nim leiirneTi what > 




f\ 


V 


. ,pe of material he c ^id furnish, "^djal 3 0 learned^tKat. ' 
rtlnis'. If rc'allited that the information he wsf giving_ was 
destined for ifussian intelligence.^ Ip-^cr ap spi f tf,d 

tc fne Japn*etse Divisiorr of OfS, and Vao ^^urnishlng information 
about Japanese agents ih, China, ar|d'__'mFscollanocus arta, the 
dXact naiui;:e .of . J^ihl ch BliriTLEy couid rf^t i r.' cull, Lhi. I'urnidie 
the inf o^’m^itlOH ,either orally or wri'Tte.n, BL.l'’'TL“iY stattd that 
L;,d through his intimate associati on* with ienerrl in 

iittU 01 iX «-X*' V .vi'Cilc:!- LJ..L t/i.* I'i \J V Ir U U i . V kj if 

hKVP ■ rt’prejp&ntatives ',to the United t t'^'tos J.n exchsiigc: for 

*an O.Sb .wi sfi^nlSjto Hussjfa, **'riliW proposai vms looked upou '.in- 
i’ avonably Iry the President and Fleet Admi r-cl Idwdfl'', LriE had 
' tcc'0mj5'X-r£€^^''®hed ^d ' excited over the prospect of sucli a mlicio: 

of this group visiting Mm at his home and 
l:'s cooperation, -> ■ 


_ o _ 










f 
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jier 


advised further that LSE^ whiDe or. duty with 
in ^afMn^'ton ,_fuod...f urnishiag.,Jae^ confidential data, knew : 
tcrt'e *a CoiuTiunist apd later...^uspected her of beiu^; a Soviet a,>- 
iiyt.K alf;o naid her Communist ^arty membership duesj^ ~ 

interview with t he Federal bureau of Inve e ti tion 


at. , 


in 1947 , In a hearing before a Nev; 
P^s, and in testijnony before the House 


■'’ork 




and 




Committee on' LRf^America! 


Activities in 1.9i+'^» LFJi d enied that he had ever f urni_ch.ed,.,any 
confidential data to ’ bL'NTLEY or any "^otFfer '*uri ffiT6K6'rlzed,4.ndiYi( 


o■T~tTTat^le'^rIrd“-eTerr-eh'gSf^d"in''any Communist' arty activities. 


.duals. 


In testimony before, the i?ouse Co^nmittee on , 

activities on JuJ.y }i, 194^, EhN'l’LdY stated that l.C^, a j 
5or to; Ifeneral liONOVAN in OCh, ua:?” her _ first contac * 

a .nucaber _oi' . Individual s cmplc/ed. 



i an 
a g al 
i n i; h a t 


bncy, anb the, re v'cre, .however, 


y*CSfj whoi were s^^roplying information to nej* which she turned 
Vtfc~to he ari.. aiipJerih.rl'jrin. addliii.o'n to s 

pdfat^'”as*^ courier for othler employees of .the who wei 

rating' l.qdepaa dently of . each othorA ^"One"”such' 

T • r VT '^T/^ *' *’rAt nidriT^T 


ov 

op^fat^ as a c 
apToaT^h tl y o'p e r 

.^n d i V I du ai "w a s r^lhnC^iriALPLi!^ IN . ^ 


noted. 


hur 'ri’-, the invc ctir.etion of the 
vh^' ?V'.,ior;F Bure au of Inv-' stir; 


nj on 


L t i e s 
t!'ir 


of ^VP'' 
'.‘oil ovr; 



JFl' 

% 



T-1, an info 
to information con 
v;ith the s.ppolntcQ 
that he was well a 
with the anoointee 


• 4" 'n^r 
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In regard to Husslan war Relief the fcIlov/?ng :s to be 

noted: 

'iho i’ourth Report of the f.enate Ind’rig Corr;.ittee l;-! 

Un-American ot j v it lea, (■alifornia I^tats I,egj slatnre , lirts the 
Huseicn .. ar Relief, Inc., ap a Communi .v. a front erganizat-i on 
and states on pai-a; 3!7P as follovjc: ''While it is vindoci tolly 

true that many well-intentioned loyal /uaericans were tricked 
into believing that the Russian War Relief was a bona fide 
American agency, the hard core of Communist influence and 
direction is evident." 


RTT 


bb ihiniA. n ■ O' I.'AUA*caused a^soarv- tc bf mucic o 
credit i'’cc-''''ds of the Credit hurc'':u cl' directin’ injw. yprk 
regard to the anpointee and his f.'imily. Nothing of a cle 
nature wp.s noted. 


tht-' 
i n 

re gate 
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CRIMINAL 

TA AC'h .-T J. Hit'bTv caused a search to be made of the 
arrest records of the New 'ork Police Uep’' rt ’lent in rvr/'r-l to 
the rnpo ’ r' tee and his family. No record foun.-l , 
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Farm No, 1 

This case orjginated at BUREAU 


FILE NO. 


PIC 


RSPOftT MADE AT 

BUFFALO, YORK 


DATE WHEN MADE 

6/20/53 


PERIOD FOR 
WHia 




TITLE 

WILLLAVI JOSEPH DONOVAN 




RETORT MADE BY 

LEO J. KENNEDY 


CHARACTER OP CASE 


SPECL*lL KQUIRY 


SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: TNILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN bom at Buffalo, New York, l/x/83. 

Admitted to practice in U.S. District Court, TONY, Buffalo, 
k/22/13* Served as U.S. Attorney, TONY, 1922-192l|. Record satisfactory. 
Engaged in general practice of law in Buffalo until 1929. Thereafter, practice 
confined to New York City. Klaintained residence in Buffalo until 19hl but was 
rarely in city subsequent to 1929. Status in Erie Countj’- Bar Association, 
Buffalo, excellent. Former partner and associate. Federal and state judges 
and acquaintances recortmend DONOVAN *3 appointment describing him as highly 
patriotic citizen and capable lawyer of unimpeachable character, reputation and 
associations. Credit rating satisfactory. No record in files of local law 
enforcement agencies. Nothing derogatory concerning any member of immediate 
family developed. 


.REFERENCE: 


DETAILS; 


^ RUC - 

Bureau teletype dated 6/15/53. 
New York teletype dated 6/l7/53' 
Albany teletype dated 6/18/53* 

AT BUFFALO, NEHV YORK 


The 1952-1953 edition of Who’s Who in Aroeri.ca reflects the 
following inf orma t i on ; 

WILLlAJ-i JOSEPH DONOVAN was born at Buffalo, New .Yorlc, on 
Januaiy 1, 1883, the son of TIMOTHY P. and ANNA (UNNCN) DONOVAN. On July_Uj, 
191ii, he married RUTH.RUMSEY, and tw children, DAVID RUiuSEY and PATM^ 

(decease d), _were bom__ of ^the jnarriage. Mr. DONOVAN entered tiie practice of law 
aT Buffalo in ' 1967 and'was United States Attoniey for the’ Western District of 
New York from 1922 to 192ii. He is presently a member of the Buffalo Club. 
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BIRTH DATA 


The records of the U«S. District Court for the Western District 
of New York pe rta iniH^ to Mr* DONOVAM *s Adm ission to p rajptice ref lect'his 
birt h_at -BuffalcL o n January I j 1SB3. - - ' ^ 


AmiSSIOM TO FEDERAL EAR 



T he re co rds of t he U.S« „District.j:ourt_.£or-:the Jfestem. District 
of New Yor k reflect that WILLI AM J. DCgjOVAN was adm itted .tQ^p ractice in 
this court on Apr in 2 

STATUS IN LXAL BAR ASSOCIATION 




Mrs, IRE^^E TATU, Assistant Secretary of Erie County Bar __ 

Association, advised from records of the Association that WILLIAM J. 

DONOVAN has been contimially a member in good standing since September of 
1909 • _No prie^nces h ave ever been filed against Mr. DONOVAN. 

jlirs . TA T U, who ha s teen. jld. attorney in Buffalo since 1915, 
stated that she' has known Mr. DOf'ldVAN only by reputation as a highly capable 
attorney of excellent' character and associates. He is generally regarded as 
an outstanding patriot. 


Mr. DONOVAN'S former partners, BRADIoEr GOODYEAR, GANSON DERE.'*', 
Jr., JULES RANDALL and FRAIIK G. RAICHIE, were known casually to Mj’o. TATU 
as highly regarded lawyers of excellent character and reputation. She has 
heard nothing which might reflect unfavorably upon their loyalty to the 
United States. 


EffPLOWENT 


City Directories disclose that Mr. DONOVAN 'was a member of the 
following legal firms : 





1917 to 1919 - O’Brian, Donovan and Goodyear 

1920 - Donovan and Goodyear 

I92U to 1925 - Donovan, Raichle and Depew 

1926 to 1931 - Donovan and Raichle 

1933 - Donovan, .Raichle and Randall. 

I93I1 to I9I4O - Don ovan and Raic hle 


F/iT. frank G, raichle, Jr., Genesee E-uilding, stated that he 
,, made the acquaijitance of Mr. QQI'JOVAN shortly __af ter World War I and that 
several jrears., lai^r they formed a partnership which continued until 19 ill 
idle n Mr. ^DONOVAN became Director of the Office of Strategic Services, 
HoiTQver, from 1929 until the termination of the' partnership,' Mr . DONOVAN 
tbbk~practTcally no part in firm affairs, his only interest being in fees 
on”p^3lng~"i^,tter3 of minor character. 
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While associated with lir. RAICHIE, ' DONOVAN hecame 
United States Attorney for the Western District. of New^Xork. ^Mr. RAICME 
va^^y're'caTlsV howe’er, that prior” to” the expiration of his term, Mr, 
DONOVAN became Assistant Attorney General of the United States* The last 
several years were spent by Mr, DONOVAN in Washin^ton^ D.C., and thereafter, 
he was almost continually a resident of New York City although maintaining 
a residence at the home of his mother-in-law in Buffalo at 7^2 Delarare 
Avenue . 


Continuing, Mr. RAICHUE advised that Mr. DONOVAN’S present 
firm, DONOVAN, LEISL7RE, NEWT'ON and IRVINE, 2 Wall Street, New York City, 
was formed in 1929. The firm has a very large and lucrative practice 
representing a number of large corporations. Mr. NEATON was formerly 
President of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad idiile EDWARD LCI/EARD, a former 
Dieinber of this firm, is now United States Attorney for the Southern District 
of New York, Previously, Mr. LQv®ARD was a justice of the New York State 
Supreme Court. Mr. DONOVAN’S firm occupies a high status in legal circles 
and has an irreproachable reputation. 


r Prior to his associattor with'lfr. P.MCHLE, Mr. DONOVAN had 
been in partnership with BRADLEY GOODYEAR, and GANSON DEPCW, Jr., the !latter 
of 7^hom has. been deceased since 192h*~T5f»~ GOODYEAR, now retired, is a 
resident of Cooperstown, New York. ' One JJLES RANDALL was an_ associate of 
the.Xirm -for. a few years ih'tHe 1930' s, but died in New York City, about 
ten years ago while associated with, one, UIJTERMEYER, Another former partner 
of Mr. DONOVAN, QiORY TUCKER^, during „the period of ^Mr._ DONOVAN ’s..inactiv.e 
ConnecT;i6n'wl;th. the, firm , .die d jibout ,^a year-ago » 

am 

All of these former partners were cte scribed hy Mr. RAICHIE 
as repitable attorneys and loyal citizens of good character and associates. 


/ / f With regard to Mr. DONOVAN *s family, PAICHLS stated that 

/ his parents have been flead since at least the early 1920’s. His father vras 
a laborer and althoughiMr, RAICHLE does not know for certain, he has heard 
that the family was in the lawer income levels. 


Further,. Mr, RAICHLE advised that Mr. DONOVAN 's Tdfe, 

1 I RUTH RUT.5SEY DONOVAN, wras a member of a wealthy and socia^y prominent 
, family. Her brother, DEXTER RIMSEY, is President of tte Erie County 
Savings Bank, Buffalo. Mrs. DONOVAN is well known tow'r, PAICHIE through 
' frequent contacts at various times over a period of aoproximately 30 years. 

He^^considers her a loyal citizen of excellent character, reputation and 
associates. 



According to '!*r. RAICHLE, DONOVAN had godchildren, 
-DAVID RUMSEY DONOVAN, age 3Si who is believed to be the operator of a 


4 
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l arge e xperimental farm in Virginia, and PATRICIA DONOVAN, iirho ■was killed 
an automobile^ccident about^ 11 ^ars ago while attending college. 
I.rr.~RAiC!]LE had little contact with the children but, to the best of his 
information and belief, they were of good character and reputation. 

There was no indication of disloyalty to the United States on the part of 
either. 


^ j, Mr. DONOVAN'S brother, , TIMOTHY, who died about 12 years 

A r'- a go, was an o u tstanding Buffalo citizen, Mr. RAICHLE said. ..His^ other 

r broth er^ VI NCENT, is a .Ca?tHo]3cr Potest attached to an order wlio, for many \ ^ 

was as signed to New York J^ty. An_only sister of Mr. _ TO 
LMOTTA,_iivedJj 5 r. seyerai^years in Ohio, but FAICHLE’ vague iy_fecalls 

that she later moved to the far west. has a faint recollection 

that LOPETIA's first husband died and’that she reniarried. 


Nothing derogatory is kncwm to Nr. PA.IOi^LE concerning the 
loyalty, reputation, chara.cter or associates of Mr. DONOVAN'S isirediate 
family. 




Mr. RAICHLE recommends Mr. DONOVAN'S appointment in the most' 
laudatory terms. He said it is difficult t<^^find words to adequa/tely describe 
the excellent character of Mr. DOl’TOVAN. In Mr. RkjCHLE's oninion, DONOVAN 
is a man of ’'impeccable honesty in his professional and personal relations." 
His habits are exemplary and he is a true patriot in fact as well as by 
reputa.tion. '.'Jith regard to specific traits of character, Mr. RA]C''IC 
described DONOVAN as "indomitable,, aggressive and intelligent," Mr. 

DONOVAN'S personality is "charming and magnetic" and he is an exceedingly 
capable attorney."' In the latter regard, Mr. PAICFILE pointed out that w^hile 
the United States Attorney for the Western District of New York, Mr. DONOVAN 
successfully tried a number of highly publicized cases and has been out- 
standing in appellate work. Further, Mr. RAICHIE stated that Mr. DONOVAN 
is versatile in all phases of legal practice, 

^ CARLOS (^gijAlDEN, Dean emeritua of Juivei;^.id y of 

Buffalo School of Law y/ho for several years in the 1^0 's '.ns ccf^■.n^cl for 
the firm of DOf'JOVJTt'I and liAldpLE, said that at the l.ime of this association 
Mr. DONOVAN srent practically all of his time in New York City; and as a ^ 
consequence,*bh'. ALDE?1 had little contact vdth him. However, Dr, ALDEN 
has known Mr. DONOVAN as an acquaintance over a period of time dating back 
to^ approximately 1920. 


In Dr. ALDKN's opinion, Mr. DONOVAN is an outstanding _ 

American of respectable associations, honest, reliable and capable. 

As United States Attorney in Buffalo, Mr. DONOVAN rarely engaged in the 
trial of cases presxunably because ho had no liking for this phase of the lawr. 
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However, he rrais an excellent administrator and devotion to duty was 
unquestionable. In connection y/itb the latter, Dr. ALDM referred to the 
fact that DONOVAN, while United States Attorney, had sanctioned a raid 
upon the Saturn Club of which DONOVAN was then a member. A muEber of 
members were charged with violation of the Federal Prohibition Act and 
as a consequence, DCNOvAN lost the friendship of many wealthy and 
influential men who were members of the club. Hot, 'ever, Mr. DONOVAN'S 
action in making no distinction between the various clubs, which at that 
time were being raided by. tiie Alcohol Tax Unit, was generally applauded 
by Buffalo citizens. In Dr. ALDEN's opinion, notwithstanding criticism 
to the contrary, Mr. DONOVAN was perfectly justified in sponsoring the 
raid. 


Speaking of Mr. DONOVAN 's former legal associates and 
partners. Dr. ALDEN described BRADLEY OOOBYFAR and GANSON DEFEW, Jr. 
as respectable citizens who were kno^vn to him to be attorrieys of poo^ ^ 

, character, reputation and associates. Similar comments were made by Dr. 

^.ALDEN relative to BAORY TUCKER, now deceased. JULES RANDALL, former associate 
of DONOVAN and RAICHLE, was khown to Dr. ALDEN only casually as a loyal 
citizen of good reputation. 


ACQUAINTANCES 

Mr. JADES V7. ?ERSO!ll',^^ Official Referee in Bankruptcy, 

WesteiT. Disti'ict of New York, for more than 3C yep.rs, stated that he has 
knoTO Mr, DONOVAN through frequent contacts as a lawyer until approximate!/ 
20 years ago when DONOVAN became inactive in his Buffalo oractice. Accordirg 
to Mr. PERSONS, DONOVAN is a man of "great integrity" whose word is his 
bond and who has a high sense of responsibility as evidenced from the fact 
that wtiile United States Attorney, he has caused a raid to be made upon 
lockers of fellow members of the Satunv Club, As a result, DONOVAN was 
bitterly criticized by a number of prominent citizens and their animosity 
has conirinueo- iro "one present ca'Oe* in ^ • opinion, uui'iuviiij 's 

character is unimpeachable and his associates of the very best. At no 
time has there ever been any suspicion that Mr, DON QVA N i s not the true 
patriot that he is generally reported to be. Further, !!?■. PERSONS stated 
that Mr. DONOVAN, yJnile practicing in Buffalo, was regarded as a very 
capable attorney and a very likeable personality. No members of Nr. 
Donovan's immediate family are known to Mr. PERSONS^, but wd,th regard to 
his former partners, BRADLEY GOODYEAR and CARSON DEPEA, Jr,, Mr. 

Said that these attorneys were men of high repute, excellent character 


and reputation. 


_ A r> 

a UX xuir., J-O 


retired and GANSON DEPKV, Jr. has been dead for many years. The latter v., 'j 
the son of a leading citizen of Buffalo. 


Included in his remarks Mr. PERSONS said that he would be 
very happy to recommend Mr. DC?70VAN's appointment to any position in the 
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Federal Government iriierein devotion to the welfare of the United States 
is of prime importance. 


• ilonorable CARLTON A. FISHER, Justice of New York ot-ate 
Supreme Cour^ Eighth Judicial Division, stated that Mr. DONOVAN prior 
to leaving Buffalo was very well known to him through professional contacts, 
^i^vejal occasions during DONOVAN’S tenure as United States Attorney, 

FISHEkT^o wag^then a practicing a^omey, was in frequent contact 
with Mr. DONOVAN in tne handling of cases involving the New York Central 
Railroad. These contacts with Mr. DCffJOVAN were highly satisfactory and 
*^Judge FISHER had obsejrved that Mr. DONOVAN was undoubtedly a very capable 
attorney. At that time, DC^WVAN was not considered an outstanding trial 
attorney but in all other respects, his professional status was excellent. 
In Judge FISHEP's opinion, Mr. DONOVAN is a "go getter", ambitious, 
absolutely trustworthy and exceptionally personable. There is every reason 
to believe that DONOVAN merited the various honors accorded him by reason 
of his brilliant war record, ^ Judge FISKER added. 


Little is known to Judge FISHER about Mr. DONOVAN ’s wife 
other than the fact that her family was socially well established, wealthy 
and very respectable. 


Other members of Mr. DONOVAN'S Lnnediate family, excepting 
his deceased brother. Dr. TB'IOTHY DpNOVA;'?, were unknown to^Tudge 'IS'iER. 
Concerning Dr, TB'OTHY DONOVAN, Judge FI3IIER recalled that his brother 
was an outstanding surgeon of excellent reputation. 


As to Mr. DONOVAN'S former partners. Judge FISHER said 
that BRADLEY GOODYEAR and GANSON DEPK*/, Jr. were loyal citizens of 
excellent families, reputable and considered capable, JULES RANDALL., 
a former associate of the firm DONOVAN and RAICHLS, was unknovm to Judge 
FISHER. 


LVith regard to the Saturn Club incident. Judge FlI'IEft 
expressed the opinion that Mr. DONOVAN'S raid upon this club while 
United States Attorney was indicative of strong regard for his oath. 
There was a violation of the law and DONOVAN was v, ailing to risk the 
possibility that influential members of the Club would resent his action 
notwithstanding that they had been warned before hand to discontinue the 
practice of having liquor in the Club. 


Judge FISHIiR. 


DONOVAN 's appointment was enthusiastically endorsed by 


Honorable JOHN KLJIGHT, U.S. District Couf’t Judge, AeaKfcwrr’ 
"District of New York, stated that while serving as Republican leader of 
the N.Y. State Assembly at Albany in the 1920 'a, hs had appointed Mr. . 
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DONCVAN counsel to the Caaniission for the Revision of the Kew York State 
Public Service Commission. For several months thereafter. Judge Kt IGHT 
had worked in close collaboration with Mr. DONOVWJ on affairs of the 
■Commission. Judge KMIGHT had occasional contact with Mr* DONCVAN while 
both were engaged in general practice of the lavi and, in addition. 

Judge KNIGHT had occasion to discuss several cases with Mr. DONO'MM while 
the latter was United States Attorney. 

Judge KNIGif?' has a high regard for Mr. DONOVAJI as an 
attorney and as a roan. He described DONOVAN as an outstanding patriot 
of high principles, dependable and of excellent associates and reputation. 
Reference was made ty Judge KNIGHT to the Saturn Club incident and he 
expressed approval of the action taken by Mr. DONOVAN. 

Concerning Mr. DONOVAN'S former partners, GOODYEAR and 
DEPFJ, Judg'’ KNIGHT stated that these attorneys were kncrTn to him in a 
casual way as respectable attorneys of good character and reputation. 
Nothing which might reflect unfavorably upon their patriotism could be 
recalled by Judge KNIGHT. 

,r ' 

Mr, DONOVAN'S immediate family is unknown to Judge ;'N1GHT. 


Mr. DAVID '//. SO'/ffiRS, Campanile Acirtmor.ts, who has been a 
member of the Buffalo Club for approximately 30*\-ears, stated that he 
has knovrn DONOVAN as a fellotv' member of this club and also through social 
contacts since DONOVAN 's youth. However, during the past 20 years, y^lr. 
SOi'/ERS has rarely seen Mr. DONOVAN by reason of the fact that the latter 
has been a resident of Washington, D.C., and New York City. Mr. SOlAfERS 
is also well acquainted with the family of Mr. DONOVAN'S wife and -with his 
former partner, BRADLEY GOODYEAR. GAKSON DEPEff, Jr., now deceased, was 
known to Mr. SOWERS in only a casual way. 


In Nr. SOV/EHS' opinion, Mr, DONOVAN is ’’very ambitious" 
and a "go getter.*' his repiitation in Buffalo is excellent and while 
practicing here, he was regarded as a leading attorney. DONOVAN *5 
patriotism Ti-as never subiect to question and he fraternized with the 
best citizens of Buffalo. 


Reference was made by Mr, SOVJEIB to the Saturn Club incident, 
an indication of DONOVAN'S respectability. His action in this case 
was very unpopular with a large segment of important people in Buffalo 
because of their belief that Mr. DONOVAN had betrayed their friendship. 

The belief was expressed by Mr. SO-VERS that Mr, DONCVAN 
• is well qualified for any position involving complete loyalty to the 
United States, character and ability. 
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Concerning DONOVAN'S former partners, GOODYEAR and DEPEW, 
■^r, SOVJERS stated that these men were unquestionably loyal citizens of 
excellent character, reputation and associates. Similar comiiients v.’ere 
made bj’’ Nr. SCSTiiERS with regard to DONOVAN'S wife who has been knov.n to 
I’r. SOivEPS slnce~sTie was a young girl. According to Mr. sOViRRS, Mrs. 
DONOVAN'S family was very wealthy and leaders in Buffalo socievr. No 
other members of Mr. DOMOVAN's immediate family are known to ”r. CO'A’E’^'S. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 


City Directories list Mr. DCNOVAN as a resident of the 
follovdng addresses : 

1917 to 1919 " 826 West Delavan Avenue 

inol. 4 -^ ^ — On n 4 - k-i. 

xy UU xy XU U rCAi.\y OC'l tbeo 

1927 to 1928 - 

and 1939 - New York City 

1929 to 1938 

and 19 h 0 — 7 ii 2 Delaware Avenue 

Mr. DONOVAN has not been listed in City Directories since 

I9I1O. 


It is noted that his former residence at 7 h 2 Delavare 
Avenv'e is now occupied by the University Post, Veterans of Foreign V;ars 
and that all former residences in the immediate vicinity have been 
occupied for the past several years by business establishments. 


Attention is called to the statement of Mr. DONOVAN'S for-er 
partner, FRANK G. RAICHLE, Jr. that Mr. DOr'OVAN was rarely in Buffalo 
during the years 1929 to 19 b 0 and that he has not maintained a residence 
in this city since the latter year. 


CREDIT AND CHR’Ir:AL 


The follo’iving investigation was cont^ucted by SE 
TERI-NCE W. KEL.flY: 

Tlie records of the Buffalo Retail Merchants Credit 
Association reflect that Mr. DONOVAN has alrays maintained a satisfactory 
credit rating and, further, that on September 6 , 19 iil, follovd.ng his 
appointment as United States Coordinator of Information, he withdrew 
from his partnership Tdth FRANK G. RAICHLE, Jr. 

According to the above records, the credit ratings of 
Mr. DONOVAN'S wife and son vrere also satisfactory. 


- 8 “ 










There is no reference to Mr. DONO'/AN or any member of hi 
immediate family in the records of the Buffalo Police Department or 
Erie County Sheriff's Office. 
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With reference to the lead set out in referenced 
teletype dated June 18, 1953, to interview Mr. '.'.'T LI T ‘f-' J. HICKEY, retire;.' 
justice of the hev,' York State Supreme Court, who wac referred to in reports 
of the Hew York State Coiiimittee for the Revision of the Public Servi ce 
CoiTunission as an associate of V/ILLIAIi JOSEPH DONOVAM, it is stated that 
the various persons whose interviews are related in the details of this 
report, have advised that to their personal knovrledne, Mr, DONOVAP was rot 
6losely associated with Mr. HICKEY. They explained that HICIT-Y prior to 
becoming a Supreme Court Judge was a member of the Neiv York State Assembly 
and thereafter, Erie County Chairman of the Republican Party, and that 
DONOVAN *E relations with HICKEY were casual and political only in character. 

, By reason of this infonration, no effort was made to interviewer. HICKEY 
in accordance with the aforesaid lead. 
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■ 31-TOLIAM j:0^H^NdVM/’'3i;'>JD%imfl0N''^^ NATIONAL 'MEDIATION 

' ' BOARD IN THE DISPUTE BETWEEN TKE Af^ERICAI^ TRAIN DISPATCliER'S ASSOCIATION 


.,AND THE BOSTON .IND MAINE RR BEGAN AUG Ti’/ELVE NINETEEI'I THIRTTFIvE OVER THE 






^,V>s'- .1 ^ 




.4 ttv ^ 


. ~. "-.•■QUESTION OF WHETHER THE CENTRALIZATION TEAFnC CONTROL SYSTEM FROM THE 

. 'iAB' TOT?R.-.l?OPLD^ BE'-,aftNDLEDtEt TRAIN DUffiCTORS OR- T^IN DISPATCHERS. HEARING 

■• '" \ ■■ - ■■ '. • - ' 

■ ■' BOARD WAS ‘’MADE UP'OP COL ^ WILLIAM J .""DONOVAN,' NY ATTORIJEY, S. E. MILLER, ASSISTANT 
GENERAL MANAGER* BOSTON. AND liAINE RR AND 0. H, BRAESE, VICE PRESIDENT, AMERICA:^ 

-■ ;x TRAIN DISPATCHERS' ASSOCIATION. /-'ARBITRATION BOARD DECIDED IN AWARD MEETING 

,"." ''■'v Jv.', ■'., '-.V'. ■'■> . 7v'^. ,.-J ' ‘i;.' ■ ■ 


NOV MNETEEN'-raiRTOTVE miN;^ WOULD HANDLE. AWARD FILED ’«TH 

■'if -'AV -^r ^ ’ ■'•■!.: ■ ■• 

V' t - .•■ / •-- ‘ . ;■ - . ;■ . 


;- -U.s,^ DISTRICT COURT, pLERK/ DISTRICT; OF MASSACHUSETTS. FOR INFO OF BOSTON AND ' 

■' CHICAGO DONOVAN UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR APPOINTMENT AS A'^CHIEF OF MISSION. 

‘ y. 

.'newspapers INDICATE HE IS TO. -EE .AMBASSADOR TO THAILAND. BUREAU CONDUCTING 
.’';,.;-;TH0R0UGH INVESTIGATION AS TO .CHARACTER, LOYALTY, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES AND 

. ■' ' ’• ■■vf ii.* 

: -QUALIFICATIONS ''O^iDONQVAN.;. CASE MUST. BE,': ASSIGNED JO A MATURE, EXPERIEi^CED AIQ,' 

A- - V f '. " ‘y O Uyj/ ^ v:v'<b - f ' 

' .-tv-' WELL. QUALIFIED AGENT AND AFFORDED CONTIOTOUS^TiENTION TO INSURE THAT JUNE ' ' ' 

■ '. ■ ■ ■ ■■ • • •'^JH >r, y_f , J : 

'J-...TWENTYTWO DE&DEDJE^^|^T^TOTHOUT FAltt -BOS^N' -INT^.^IEN .MILLER, CMChGO 


. ^ rs /\0 


■'■ 4-'-.Uf.,.^TEEVIEW BRAESE . /SUREP ATTpnON INVESTIGATIVE DIV|SIOW, ST SECHON . 
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FBI, ST. LOUIS 6-22-53 


4-25 PM MMK 


IRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 


URGENT 


ATTENTION SI SECTION, INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

WILLIAM JOSEPh'^DONOVAN, SI. REBUTEL JUNE FIFTEEN, LAST. PERSONNEL, 

FRC ADVISED RECORD OF APPOINTEE-S SERVICE WITH OFFICE OF STRATEGIC 
SERVICES ARE LOCATED CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, WASH., DC. WFO HANDLE. 


THORNTON 
END AND ACK PLS 
5-24 PM OK FBI WA SW 
TU DISCTVT 


(;rr.(WpE[)-j)Z 


^ t'jji 


. 0 COPJi' 
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JOSErPH- lDONOVAij^^SX/rniEPT O PcZFIiECTS DONO':^ 

••■• ■* ' * '*' ■/ • • ' V. V • • ■ ■ 

^ - APPOINTED ASSISTANT TO THE' ATTORNEY 'GENERAL ON AUGUST FOURTEEli, T?/Ei«TYEIGHT, 

' , CHARGED WITH. THE ENFORCEM^T .OF ANTI ^ TRUST UWS. ■ APPARENTLY SO SERVED ^ 

• , UNTIL NINETEEN TffENTYNiNE •' 'wiT JJAM ^DT: MITCHIXL SER'i®) AS' SOLICITOR GENERAL. . 

' ^ - V7 ■>;., ^ :■ ■ : 

V/’i^fe-GfiAi£Eis3"^''IAlREMCE GEN.'-Nl' INIEEWEW FORMER AG 

^■' . UW' > ' ' ■'" ' ' ^ ■' "• •• . ■••■■« ■ ^ ■ 

. T . ''HTCHELL, I\TOTY EXCHAt.'GE PLACE __AND^LAWlffiNCE, .NCv, JUDGE U.S. CUSTOMS COURT, 

T'.VO NAUGHT ONE VARIGE ST., BOTH NYC. 
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Form No. 1 

This case ORiciNATeaAi 
— 


ROORTUAH AT. 


S3Cl?JTY I!,T0R5'JJI0N - CO^fcj^CTUL- ^ 

FEDERAL BUREAU.OFJNVESTIgXtiON v 

BISSAU - t::., . A* 


b^tb;crs 


™; r 


“*wa!S2“ «"<od aoa which MAI>« ACAOBTMAOEBY 


6/22/53 k6/l6,l?A3 


_TH3:&.S L. LiiQ, JR./alh 


fill.- j All j'3s r.pri Da':?.’AN 


CKAAACTCJt CASS 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




REFERENCE; 


SPECIAL iKaUIET 

AT'' i 

Hr" 7 ’.F'S: ‘.TFli A— 1/ 

r77C'7r'' ’".'/r.r cijCnH . 


V ***— ■ • 

Files of T-1 were reviewed without locating 
any derot^atory information concerning the 
captioned indiviclual J^>r 

■ -flUC- 


DETAILS: 


A 

vV 

43 - 


AT P/uLTr^fCRZ, ILIRYLAKD 

The fildT of Bojtimore Confidantial Informant T-l, 
anot.ner govern.-^,'.t a^rency conducting personnel and ir.Lel' Le ics 
I capticnad individual was the 

yjbject of a (l) Kuvional Agency chac'^. ( ) njLrtial harU-pr^r-r/^ 

^astigation, ( ) complete backgro’ond’ irrrestigation collated 

» information was 

tl fidversely^cn the character, reputation 

or loyalty of tnis individual i^'Auai.xcio 


r.‘>M 


i' : 

, V ■ Ck. Ijj 

H p : * F - 

‘i < < J L 

Af^ftftVLO A **0 
_yO«tVAWP£o 


(Lr 

Ai;::.. k. :,u-'inry 


V _ 


• 


•miA:. accht 


eoFtt* Or TMit ifsroiiT 


. ‘ 2 - Bupeai 

1 - Baltimore ( 77-72i*l) 

4 ; ■ • ' j *. 

V- Jon ■'■ " 


“ ' ' *ti '■ • ■ t ^ \*i ■ 

►-■ . ■ • , • # . M 

■ ll j ' t •> 

to NOT wrrrr ihthuc staccs 


•. -V.r 
. J X- -(: 

. ’■ f 



Asticno WWCT uiAlea <ts conEkT* are loareb to tob »t the fh aao are rot to be oistrib;,^ 

. y - **-«<JSSCp'RlTI INFCRilATION-CON 









JOHNSON 

END ACK 2 MESSAGES 
E 10-lAPM OK FBI WSH DC CCW 

RFCi]Rnri)-92 

OK R 2 
TU DISC 










SUBMITTED BOSTON JUNE TWENTYTHREE rJETYTHREE BY SA DENNIS M. COM ON, 



MARCHESSAULT 
■ END ACK PLS 
■- BS R k WA JG 
DIS 












--i' 3-33 R/'.L'IOOR^I ^.3 

S/iC tiEvJ yOHK niCli:--OND 

INDlAIiAPOLITi Bor.TON 
ALBAKY CHICAGO 

Dh LT I M ORE BU PI' A L 0 

ST. LOUIS VFO (DSI^) 


jospi’n'^^osovAr, SI. amm juv~ t.v iivy t o, ifty thri-p. 
riieot: L^H£f PIFTm, fifty THRET. ALVIS . D/'.-il R'-^OrT 


RIIEOT: FirTEETI, FIFTY THRET. ALVIS ' D/ a R'-^orT 

SUBMlTTlb^ND IDENTITY OP REPORTING AOEKT. ^ 

■ C I Hoovm 

'T 

CC 2 VPO (-'TEI) r,[ . j 

MLl:dlj AffXVEP ?]••• 


' ■ v'fiN ( 

■.r.vl > rrr-.- .yttil 0 ? r-J 3 Tir.^. . 

Sll'ilQ- RADIO 

y 3 Vs-' J 0 ‘j 2 319.53 , , . , 

ftllFAL EU.UAU Of I.NVCSTIGATION 

hr tl s. OFf^RTf/INT Cf mSTtCt ^ / J 

L„ ''.nw’.vjN'!:.’ EC:';*: y^':no: : 3 .\sl n 01 . 


AaTiLVED [] 
/ ■ ^ 
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NEW YORK/Jt BOSTON EROM WASH DC 23 5-05 PM 
SAC URGENT 


I'r* 


»T*ir^r"r* 


WILLIAH JUi)£-KM UUWUVflN, i>l . BUiJLU JUlNii IwtiNlI iWU, f 1 )• 1 r inKtr,. 
REBUTEL JUNE FIFTEEN, FIFTY THREE, ADVISE DATE REPORT 
SUBMITTED AND IDENTITY OF REPORTING AGENT, 


HOOVER 


NY IP AL BA SL RH B£ CG BU WFO ADVISED 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORT MADE AT 


RICHMOND 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

MADE 

6/23/53 1 6 / 16 , 22/53 


WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN 


REPORT MADE BY 


WILLIAM H. PRYOR 

ME7y/ 

CHARACTER OF CASE 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


REFERENCE; 


DETAILS: 


Neighbors at Berryville, Va. report that Gen. DONOVAN has 
owned Chapel Hill Farm for about 15 years but has never lived 
there, although his wife and son and daughter-in-law reside 
on farm. Their reputation, character and loyalty unquestioned. 
NO credit bureau Berrwille. No criminal record on Gen. DONOVAN 





- RUC - 

New fork City teletype to Richmond dated 6/17/53- 
AT BERRYVILLE, CURKE COUNTY, VA. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Mr. T. M. HOOKER, Mr. 'CYRUS FINE and^r. GARIAND M. CA.iTER, 
all residing near Berryville and businessmen in the community, informed 
that Gen. WILLIAM DONOVAN has owned Chapel Hill Farm for about I 5 years 
but has never personally lived there to their knowledge, although he 
visits his wife, son DAVID, and his daughter-in-law, MARY GRANDIN DONOVAN, 
who do live on the farm, occasionally on weekends. They reported that the 
reputation, character and loyalty of Mrs. DONOVAN and Mr. and Mrs. DAVID 
DONOVAN are above question do far as they know. They also disclosed that 
DAVID is the owner and operator of the Battletown Transfer Company of 
E^fryvllle and at the same time operates his father's farm known as Chapel 
Hill. - 

CREDIT 


^PROVED A«D 
FORVVAJIDED: 


no credit bureau In Clarke County, Vu > 

Special. | WRITE |N THi:sn SPACTS 

~-n r \r 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


( 2 )- Bureau 


* 1 - Richmond (62-993) 


2 / 
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AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


No, 1 

THrS CASE OmCfNATED AT HJ REAU 


REPORT made at 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WK1CH MADE 

MADE 


BOSTON 


6/23/53 I 6/23/53 


WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN 


REPORT MADE BY 


DEIfflIS K. CONDON 


CHARACTER OF CASS 


SPECIAL IN’VUIRI 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


ifMr* SAMJEL E. MILLER, 25 Dyer Aveime, Melrose, Massachusetts, advises 
' he is not well enough acquainted with WILIIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN to 
cominent upon fitness for responsible govemnient position. 




Washington Field teletype to Boston dated June 22, 1953. 


D0TAII5: 


ACQUAINTANCE S: 

j^r« SAID EL E, MiyjCR, 25 Dyer Avenue, Melrose, MassacAiLisetts, former 

riT e+Jr»4'. MsTiapp'n iP. rvo Pat 1 yv^a.-l ar^irn +.iqn+. 

M & W * y «.» W4 4 ^ AJVF .4. 4 W Uvi. • V4VA « WWA 4 V4 V 

he met WILfjAM JOSEPH DONOVAN on two occasions while conducting 
arbitration hearings, but does not feel qualified to comment 
on his fitness for a position of responsibility with the U. S. 
Cevemriient, He added that DONOVAN impressed him as a person of 
good character and he personally liked him. 


APPROVeO AKU 
rORWARDCD- 


Special Aor»/r 

IN C.HAItaK 


DO NOT WRITE IN tugsh spaces 




COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

'2lBureau 

1 -Bos ton (62-3265) 

> ■ ■■ ■ - ’ .‘‘A 


PROPERTY OF FBI— THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
agency to WHICH LOANED. 


V. ■* Acywr^MHAhT rilnTlna ornCC 11 } — 'i 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form N'o, 1 

THfS CASE ORIGINATED AT BURRAU 


/ / 
i 
/ 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN 
MADE 


FCRTOO FOR WHICH MADS 


IXMANAFOLIS 6/23/53 6/19/53 


title 


WILLIAM JCSini DOTTOVAII 


REPORT MADE BV 

LAROI.D . 


r> 


JLRGIL (A) •••;aw 


CHARACTER OP CASE 

SL-WIAL II"":L!IRY 


SYNOPSIS OP FACTS; 


- 


REFLTiLl'^CE: 

DEIAILE: 


Records llotre Dame Univerclty, South Ecnd, 
Indiana, indicate WILLIAIl JOSEPH DCHOVAH 
never attended the University. ^ t^CHOVATI, at 
the 85th Anntxal Coriu.icn cement 6/2/29 at Ilotro 
DiXine, received tne honorary do^^roe of Loctor 
of Lav/s. iRecords, Prefect of fisc l^'linc, 
I^otre Dainc and credit ana crlpilnal, South 
Lend, Indiana, negative. 

R TT P 

At \J 

Bureau teletype dated Juno ly, 1953* 

't South Rend, Ind i ana 

5rc. rilAROH 1*’AI,K( VIC, Roc-^^tioriat , Acado'^lc 


Affairs Office, Kotre DqJ-c Lniversity, advised 
after searching their active and inactive 
records, bulletins, and micro-film, that_,tlaey.. had no record 
.of hllJJAr: JOSlHtH ,BQII0,V/fE- attending the Univorsityr 'The 
TJTTive’r'2Tty'T!ullctins_ did, reflec-t, however, that VJTLLlAf.i JOStJH 
l. K)IfOVAI T ~'aV t hjalliSB.tn. Annual- Commencement on June 2, 1929 at 
Kotre Dame University did receive the honorary degree of Doctor 

n'T T.n^rr; 


TVi fs r> 1 -h Q +T ‘ nr> r* n ^ •f*rn 1 ^ ’* 




"A Invr/'or ana soldier, who has ser ved hi s country well.. in high 
c rv'llJh_o^^L,ich‘ afiu with rare lofteLr n a ti' o n a 1 distinction-.jLn. .the 
World '.'ar-as leader of the famous 6,9th Regiment..- Colonel V/ILTiIA 
J. ^'('iJOVAH of "ui.faj o, UeK' "ork,” 


AP*PROV£D AND 
FORWAJ^DCDi 






Special Agent 
IN Charge 


CW- 


COPIES OF THIS RETORT 

Bureau 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 




I. 


1 -. Indlahanolls (77-2589) 

' ■' L : o ".I 


24 


JU: hj 19A^ 



PROPERTY OF FBI -THIS CONFIDENTlAl REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED 10 YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE 
agency to which LOANED. 


or 


M. «- eovtHlIi^CAT PHINT1HO omcE ifl — fiW25R-2 




\ L - ^ ^ 40 , 7 • ■ 
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TP 

77-2569 

k'i’s . FAIKT-VIC advised tiiere would be no additional available 
information concernlnn; .VILLIAIi J. DCIiCVAi:. 

'■fso -DOITITA 3CHIACA] T/. Sol, SecretajT'^, Prefect of Discipline's 
Office, Potre Dane University, advised they had no record on 
v;iLT ]/di JOohPH DCIXVAII. 

ARMSTHOTTCr, Secretary Alumi:ii Association, Notro Dai'ie 
University, advised there v;ou1q be no adaitional available 
information concerning V/ILLIAIi JOSICFH DONOVAN at Notre Dame, 
He added that Reverend CTLiRLj.S O’DONNilLT; was the president 
of T’otre Dnne during this nerlod and is now deceased. He 
could recall no one at the University that coulc. furnish any 
rortinent inforrsetion concerning DONCVA’h 


CREDIT AND CRIIilNAL 


BTANCHE liON'III.'E, Clerk, Credit Bureau of SoutlTIfend, 
510 National Rani: Building, advised thev had no information 
on the name of hlLIJAI* JCdUril DCNCVA::. 


Nrs. ':'7ir 
l .iont r‘‘.r.bn t 
DONC'V.i:, 


''(•Rho:,, Cl^k 
, advised tlicy 


Records fecticn. 
ha d ’ no in f o :via t ion 


>0 n : ! 


.. m 1 


T r 


7' j. C C 

*J .. .Jij- : 



'4iir . 
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WA /b FROM 

BA 6- 

2A-53 6-05 PM 

p 

DI^CTOR, FBI 

/ 

URGENT 

*:■ 

wAlIAM JOSEPH 

! 

' DONOVAN, 

SI. REBUTEL TODAY 


/ 

iamb, JR., IN 

CAPTIONED 

MATTER, SUBMITTED 

# 

ALDEN 




END 




ACK PLS 


BEC0R0tP-T)2 


BA P 3 WA NB 
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WA^INGTON FROM NEW YORK 17 


10-22P 


ri RECTOR 


••••U R G E N 




’*Y - t rftiJt »>-\r'r'rMr ^^./\k:/^^TAx: A»rA t' T a*T'T1"‘M'T*T/^AI 

wi i^Linri ju^Di-rn uuiNUVHi\, oi* miiliniiuim 


TAitTr't Tr/^ATrirr* nrwTi: T/^M 

i^jhi ivr 


SI SECTION. RE wro TEL TO NY JUNE TWENTY TWO, rirTY THREE, LETTERS 
BEING FURNISHED BUREAU CONTAINING INFO CONCERNING APPOINTEE. DUE TO 
NATURE or MATERIAL NOT BEING INCLUDED IN DETAILS OF REPORT. WUUAM 
D. MITC HEL L AD^/ISED APPOINTEE H AS D ETESTED HIM SINCE HERBERT HOOVER 
- APPOINTED MITCHELL AG IN NINETEEN TWENTY EIGHT, APPOINTEE RELIEVED 
THAT HE SHOU LD HAVE BEEN AG BUT MIJTCHEU QUOTE UNDERCUT UNQUOTE 
HIM TO GET JOB. MITCHELL STi^E^S THIS_WA> UNTRUE AS HE DID NOT DEMRE 
POSITION, HOWEVER, MITCHELL CONSIDERS APPOINTEE VERY CAPABLE AND 
brilliant and KNOWS OF NO REASON WHY HE SHOULD NOT HAVE RESPONSIBLE 
GOVERNMENT POSITION, WHICH HE BELIEVER TO BE AMBASSADOR TO THAILAND. 
STATES, HOWEVER, THAT FRANK G. REICHLE, NOW A PRACTICING ATTORNFY IN 
BUEEALO AND APPOINTEE-S EIRST LAW PARTNER, WA_S__UliaC-TED-BY eGj 
IN WASH INGTON DURING LATE NINETEEN TWENTIES AS A RESULT OE A . WORTHLESS 
BOND DEAL. APPOINTEE ASKED MITCHELL TO INTERVENE AND HAVE INDICTMENT 
.QUAS^iED, MITCHELL WROTE A LETTER TO FGJ POINTING OUT SPOTLESS 
CHARACTER AND REPUTATION OE REICHLE, AS A RESULT NO COURT ACTTON 


END PAGE ONE 


w nil 0 

V ' ^ ‘ ^ ji I J vJ 


RECORDPD -92 




TAKEN AGAINST REICHLE. HOWEVER, IN NINETEEN THIRTY ONE OR THIRTY TWO, 
RIECHLE RE-SNDICTED AND ONCE AGAIN THE APPOINTEE ASKED 
MITCHELL TO INTERVENE. DONOVAN AT THIS TIME WAS CAMPAIGNING FOR 
GOVERNOR OF NY, MITCHELL REFUSED, TELLING APPOINTEE TO LET COURT ACTION 
TAKE ITS COURSE. REICHLE TRIED AND ACQUITTED. MITCHELL STATES CRIMINAL 

uivioiuN, JJ w j, WUUL.IJ nMvE, ftc-CunuS wi- i r. i r Cuuni i x UN if* i'MX, C '■,Soh n i 

FUR REVIEW. JUDGE LAWRENCE, U.S, CUSTOMS COURT, NYC, RECOMMfINDS 
APPOINTEE HIGHLY AS MAN OF HIGH CHARACTER, REPUTATION AND LOYALTy. 

HIS ASSOCIATION, HOWEVER, WAS NOT A CLOSE ONE. ATTEMPTING TO INTER- 
VIEW FORMER PRESIDENT HERBERT HOOVER THIS DATE, REPORT WILL FOLLOW. 
BOARDMAN 

HOLD 
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UNITED S^^ES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
/ • 


^ /■ 

AIR-TEL 

Transmit th3 following Teletype message to: 


6-2h-$3 


BUREAU, 
^-10 PM'EpSTy 



f \ 


f.'- 


■ 1 


FBI buffalo 

/william JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI. BUDED JUNE TINEKTYTWO LJ^T. RE BU RADIOGRA^^ 
THIS DATE. REPORT SA LEO J. KENIffiDY SUBlirTTED JLNB TIIVENTY LAST. 

BOS’^IELL 


END 

RTC:MKC 

62 -lOla 


AIR mail 






AS RESULT or JUNE TWENTY TWO Wro TEL. TELETYPE SUf-iNARY BEING 



SUBMITTED RErERENcE THIS TEL. REPORT WILL i^OLLOW, 




RFf:0R!)E0-92 '^9 fOto ^ f 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 










For™ No. 1 r> I T D " A 1 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BURCi AU 


« { 


REPORT MADE AT 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


DATE WHEN 
MAOH 

6/24/53 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


6/23/53 


T T T A HZ' 


T/^CTTTjri r^«OAT/^Tr* M 

tjuoii^rn jJUi\uvAi^ 


REPORT MADE BV 

JESSE W. SYME 


MAE 


CHARACTER OP CAES 


T XT ji^M 


special iLWUiKi 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTSi 


0. HUGH BRAESE comments favorably concerning DONOVAN and 
recommends him as of good character and loyal to the United 
States. 


- HUU - 


REFERENCE: 


Washington Field Teletype dated June 22, 
1953. 


DETAILS: ACQUAINTANCE 


MR. 0. HUGH BRAESE, President, American Train Disprstchers 
Associati6'h,''’l0''East ' Huron Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, 
advised that in 1935 .he served for three months on a 
National Mediation Board with DONOVAN. During this time 
he sat daily at hearings with DONOVAN, but had no contact 
with him outside of working hours, MR. BRAESE stated 
that DONOVAN impressed him as a man of excellent 
character, fair minded, honest and an extremely loyal 
and patriotic American citizen. MR, BRAESE recommended 
DONOVAN for employment in a position of trust. 


- .RUC - 


APPROVED and 
rDRWARDEP: 


pa 


Spccial AGEFR* 

IN CHA^K 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 




^4 


0- 


COPIES OF THi« REPORT 


2 - Bureau (AM) 


25 


1 - 


I 


V 




PROPERTY OF FBI-THI3 CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS, ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
agency TO WHICH LOANED. . ■ . I' ’ _ y- 


IfL — 3 
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■ :S- 
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t^JSAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


AIRTEL 

Transmit the following Tel6typs message to: 



















■ 1 ' 

: 

■'> . •• 

•‘- 7 * r'.‘ 


^ ' y- . ■ 6/2B/$3 '' ’ ^ fr ' ■ ' ■ ■•:• 




IGAIIOU'i'^0 'DATE 'HAS' FAILED'' TO 

^ 'v :W.-. • ' i' V* ‘ , ■' •■ ■ ■- ,■'■■'■-■■ 1 *-'' ■■^ "■• V'*, ** *■•'?■'■• ■ • 

: IDENTI'fY., individuals who '-T ireiE' closely- : associated' with dono van since nineteen 

% *■ l' ■ ” • . *■ ' . , / ' ■ 

*> ' ■ . • '■ * « , ' . ‘ 

' 'v^-,\' •...FORTY OTHER THAN ALLEN DULLES, PRESENT' CIA DIRECTOR. DULLES IN OSS DURING 

* - ' "' .■ ■ ■ . • ■ -- ■ - — — — 



DONOVAN AS '-OBTAINED FROM DULLES, . SHOULD BE FURNISHED INTERESTED OFFICES 

•' • ^ »• \ - .'- 

SO THAT THEY ?/JVY BE 'INmVIETOB. " / 
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WEF:el‘ ■- * 'fi - ^ ■' *A' ■.-,■^-1'. - .- . * • •' 
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DTRtcTOR 





FROM NEW YORK 25 
urgent 


h i 

i ri- ,-. f,:. I I 

' ' I 



i 

WILl.IAr JOSEPH DONOVAN, AKA, SI. ATTN- INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, SI 
SECTION. HERBERT HOOVER RECOMMENDS MOST HIGHLY, KNOWS NONE OE 
CIRCUMSTANCES CONCERNING INDICTMENTS RETURNED AGAINST RVTcHLE OR 
APPOINTE.e-q intervention in affair, report being EXPEDITr.D, 

BOARD-MAN 


HLD 









Ft>nn No- 1 

This case originated at 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

BUREAU 


> i 

I 

/ 

i 


REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

ST. LOUIS 

MADE 

6-25-53 

6-22-53 


WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN 


report made by 

JAMES E. REILLY 


deb 


CMARACrCR OF CASE 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 


SYNOPSES OF FACTS: 


REFERENCE: 

DETAILS: 


Records FRC, GSA, SLMO Indicate WILLIAM J. DCNOVAN enployed 
by Dept, of Justice, Office of the Atty. Gen. f ro jn 8-lit.-24 
to 3-2-29 as Asst. Atty. Gen. and Asst, to the Atty. Gen. 
Terminated by reason of his resignation. No record located 
of anployment with Office of Coordinator of Information. 
Bom - none indicated, 

- RUC - 

WFO teletype dated 6-15-53 
AT ST. LOUIS. MISSOURI; 


A review of the personnel records, Federal Records Center, General Services 
Administration, for IVCLLIAM J. DONOVAN indicates that he was employ ed o _n 

August 14,19^ vfith the Department ,^of.. Justice ,:'jCffice_of "the Attp 
as an”"^AssLa.tant._AttornoyIGeheraJ. at Washington , D.C, This employment was ter 
minated^on March.2 3,...1925_as an Assistant Attorney. General by. reason of appoint 
menr^s Assistant to the Attorney General, He was employed as Assistant to the! 
Attorney General Mar ch^_23, “192 5 at’ Washington, D.C. This anployment was ter- 
miBSte'd "March* 2, 1929 as Assistant to, the. Attorn^ General, .by reason of his 
f"^sl~gha t ion . 

(No record of civilian employment for WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN with the Office 

01 ^OOTUilld L-UI* UX XIXL i aid OXUi I / • 

The date and place of birth were shown as - no date or place indicated, 

- RUC - 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 
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rnpiFa op Thcs report 


2 - Bureau (AMSD) 

1 - St. Louis (77-12216) 


DO T^OT VvrriTt! IN THESE SPACES 
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PROPEBTY OF FBI -THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE ROT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. ' 

V ' 


VT U- >• 60Vl«NHri«T OrFICK 
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MJL ‘ % 


Office 

Alcf?. lum • vmTED 

GOVERNMENT 

TO 1 

/"'i } '■ 

A. 'nHJfVPjrf J^- 

DATE: June 2C, i 

lr.1- 1 . 

lull ... 

flfchclr 
brlftV'Tl 
t ^ef, i; 

(>l a VI n - 

FROM I 

V. 1\ Keay \ 1^1 


ll.v!v) 

Rcisfo _ 
TrAiv 

Oany . — 

SUBJECT : 

i 

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN 


5 -rrromJ 
i€\rA./fn 


JFECIAZ INQUIRY 


Reference is made to Nashi ngton Field Office teletype d 
June 25y 1953, wherein it was suggested that Allen Dulles cj' the 
he interui owed concerning the captioned individual . This interui 
was conducted by Liaison Agent Papich on June 26, 1953, 


y-ioo - _ f 

'j *>JiH Gfl'ru 
t I'. * 

a ted 

CIA 

ew 


Dulles aauised that he was not in possession of any 
derogatory information concerning the morals and character of 
Donovan. He stated that he was closely associated with Donovan 
during A'orld Var II and he found him to be a very aggressive, 
industrious, and capable individual, Dulles admitteoi that .from Lime 
to time he has had differences of opinion with Donovan but os far 
as he was concerned, these differences certainly would not have any 
bearing in connection with any position the Oovernment might h'’vc in 
mind for him. He emphasised that Donovan was intcns-;ly patriotic 
and there was nc doubt in his mind co ncerning Donovan's absolute 
loyalty to Ihe U. 3, government. 


Dulles sfaied that it was his under r ta.nJ D:g that i.anovan 
was being considered for the position of U, S. Ambansalor to Th.ailand, 
Dulles persona lly feels that Donovan has the necessv ry bach around , 
intelligence, and ability to handle the Job in a very capable manner. 


With regard to individuals who have known Donovan over 
the years, Dulles sug vested the following persons, pointing out th'it 
he was suggesting these names because he felt they would give very 


objective 


(jL o c 0 II n~t’ s c 0 ri c ^ T' n ItTiq ^ono l/G m « 


Charles Steele Cheston 

Residence ; Lothiam Farm, Whi temc.rsh , Pennsylvania 
business Address : National Bank Bui lining, Ph i 1 a-: ^ 1 rhiv^ ^ /-7 . 

•iobert J'.rkson 

Supreme Court Justice, fashingtuh, D. C, 

0 

Gct'cj'^a] J r^ifi McG-T'Micrj vcic-ircci 

Residence : Thomas Jefferson Street {num-^er unknown) 

,'aishington, D, C, 

ACTION : The above information is being referred 

Inquiry Section of the Investigative Division. 

SJPrlw ' ^ n.gj / 7 ^ 

1 - Hr. Innas 






F B I k 7 \DIC)GkAM 


DECODED 


,COPY 

//y 




'4-42 


Cyi ‘ / 


FROM ALBANY 


I RECTOR 


6-26-53 


DEFERRED 


m 251600 


12:59 PM 


WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI. RE BUREAU RADIOGRAM JUNE 23 
LAST. REPORT SUBMITTED JUNE 19 LAST BY SA JAMES P. 
HENDRICK. t 


RECEIVED: 


RECORnFn.99 


6-26-53 


1 - 9 ? 

1:11 


Mr. LacJd -™, 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr, Clg^^ ^ 

Mr. (jlavio 
Mr, Harbo 

Mr. RosCn 

Me. Tracy ■■ ■ - 
Mr. Gearty — — 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Tinierrowd - 

Te^^■. Room 

Mr. Holloman — . 

Mr- Si 200 

Miss ^ndy 


Missel 


•S If 

If the Intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be sultablj’ paraphrased in 
order to protect the Biireau’a cryptographic systems. 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


fttr/u Ku. 1 


'-■t- - 
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I 


THl»CAfcEOftiaiKATto” 


DATC WH04 I PCAtOO POm WHICH MAOC 
made I > 


WASHIN^TOTiF^, C. 6/26/53 , ;6/l6-25/53 


mcponr maoi by . . • y 

VILLI AM E. FENIMORE c*s/itfb 


miUk'4 JOSEPH DONJVAN 


CH4ftACTKR or CASS 

SPECIAL INQUIRT 


SVNOPSISOF F&CTb 


DONOVAN appointed United States Attorney, Vestem District of New York, 
on 2 / 1 / 22 . Appointed Assistant the Attorney General, Washington, 
D,C. on 8/lL/?L. Charged with cYiforcement of Antitrust Laws. Held in . 
high esteex by fomer a5sociates-who cori'^ent regarding his exceptional 
administrative ability, well directed energies and sound Judgment. 
Reportedly participated in conferences concerning customs regulations 
between Canada and the United States in 1923. Served as United States 
Com issioncr and Chairman, Rio Grande River Compact Conraisslon, 1928- 
1929j also as United States Representative and Chairman, Colorado River 
Commission, 1929-30. Vas "neutral" member of Arbitration Board which 
mediated dispute between American Train Dispatchers Association and 
Boston h Maine Re/.Iroad in 1935- Served as observer for Secretaiy of - 
Navy yfnx in 3?ij0-Ll. Vas ’‘Coordinator of Infomatlon" and Director, 
OS55, aurlr.j- i?nl-ipL5. 'iAitary idstory and papsport data set forth. 
Held la rank of Major General. Awarded Congressional Modal of Honor 
and others. No credit or arrest record. No record at Investigations 
Division, ^SC. No unfavorable information in security flies of the 
Central Intelligence Agency. No additional pertinent information at 
Security Division, Department of State. , , . ^ 


1 .-'i 


'■k- 


- P - 




REFERENCE: Bureau teletj'pes dated June 15, and June 23, 1953- ‘ 
New York teletype dated June 17, 1953 * 1 

St. Louis teletype dated June 19, June 22, 1953< 
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WFO (77-Ul;319) 

WEF:ntfb 

DETAILS: AT WASHINGTDN^ D. C 


TTHfDT nVRflTMT' * 


lami j-iv^x i n i. « 


United States Attorney, V.’estern District of New York 


The Thirtieth Edition of the "Register of the 


Department of Justice and the Courts of the united States" 
an official publication compiled under the direction of 
the Attorney General and released April 25, 19 2U, reflects 
’WILLI AJL.J-,„D0N0V AN. .'"'■IS- appointed United States Attorney, 
iVestern. District -of New York, Buffalo, on February 7, 1922 


Assiftant to the Attorney General, 7Jashington, D. C» 


The Thirty -first edition of the above publication, 
jP0i^g2i^co^ W TI_t TiT AN J* D^JOVAN 

was appointed Assistant to the Attorney General, Washington, 
D, C., on August lit, 192ii. The Senate confiimied the 
appointment on March l 8 , 1925« V/ILLIAIii J. DCNOVAI,’ was 
charged with the enforcement of the Anti-Trust laws. The 
Thirty-fourth edition of the "Register" (1929) lists JOHN 
LORD O’PJilAN as the Assistant to the Attorney General 
charged with the enforcement of Anti-Trust laws. His 
appointment was confirmed on June 3, 1929. 


WILLIAM D. MITCHELL, whose current address is 
20 Exchange Place, New York City, and CHAPi.ES D. LAWRENCE, 
now Judge of the United States Customs Court, New York 
City, senred as Solicitor General and Assistant Attorney 
Q 0 M 0 r*nT_ r'espec’tivsXy during this psriods 


Miss ANNA C. DENNEAN, Department of Justice, was 
unable to locate any personnel files reflecting the above 
and was of the opinion same would have been forwai'ded to 
the Federal Records Center, St. Louis. 


Judge ALEXANDER HOLTZOFF, United States District 
Court, District of Columbia, informed SA JAfUiS D, liUPPERT 
that he served in the Departeient of Justice between 19 2U 



WFO (77-UU319) 

■WEFsmfb 












y 


and 19h$* Judge HOLTZOFF recalled he was a Special Assistant 
to the Attorney General in 192U when Attorney General HARIAN 
F, STONS brought DONOVAN into the Department. DONOVAN had 
been a student under STONE at Columbia University. DONOVAN 
was made Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Anti- 
Trust Division not too long after coming to the Department. 

In commenting that DONOVAN was and still is a very 
dynamic person possessed of an abundance of well-controlled 
and well directed energy. Judge HOLTZOF F noted DONOVAIi has 
a fine mind and is known as a very capable ’organizer. ' Judge 
HOLTZOFF related he has followed DONOVAN’S career and is of 
the opinion that DONOVAN is a very outstanding American 
citizen. There is not the slightest doubt as to DONOVAN’S 
loyalty or patriotism. Judge HOLTZOFF summed up his comments 
by stating he would highly recommend DONOVAN for any position 
for which the United States Government might consider him. 

Mr. UGO CARU5I, Representative of the l?nited 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in the United States, 
maintains his offices at No, 1025 Vermont Avenue, K.W., Suite 
802. CARUSI advised SA JAMES D. HUPPSRT he was with the 
Justice Department between 1925 and 19U5» He recalled 
DONOVAN was with the Department between 192U and 1929, 
Orginially he was assigned to the Criminal Division but 
later was appointed Assistant Attorney General to head the 
Anti-Trust Division. This was under Attorney General 
SARGENT, CARUSI, at this time, was Attorney General 
SARGENT’S personal secretary, and, for this reason, he 
states he was in a good position to observe what type of 
person DONOVAN was. 

CARUSI states DONOVAN impressed everyone in those 
days as being a "live wire". He was unusually energetic 
and showed remarkably good .judgment in administering the 
affairs of his Division. He was never, to MR. CARUST'S 
knowledge, swayed by the elements of personal friendships 
and would, in fact, "bend over backwards" to place per- 
formance of duty before any other consideratiuru He 
gained the reputation of being an extremely capable 
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inciividuaX and was greatly admired by all those who knew him. 
Based upon his contact and knowledge of DONOVAN, Mr, CARIBI 
stated he recommended him wholeheartedly as a 100^ American 
and completely suited for any position of trust in which the 
government might desire to use him. 


Mr, CA}^USI recalled that in 19 2^? President HERB 'RT 
HOOVER knew DONOVAN well and held him in high esteem. Mr. 
CARUSI believes President HOOVER strongly considered appoint" 


J T\ ^TT AWT _ _ A ^ ■£ ^ 

UUTJUVKPJ as xii xy c.y ^ 


Attorney RHSSEU, HARDY, 1820 Jefferson Place, N.W., 
advised SA JAMES D, HUPPERT he was in the Anti -Trust Division 
of the Department of Justice between 191U and 1938. He re- 
called DONOVAN was first assigned to the Criminal Division 
when caning into the Department of Justice at Washington, D.C. 
in 192li, but later became Assistant Attorney General in charge 
of the Anti -Trust Division. HARDY noted he was DONOVAN’S 


"fTT^morli Q+o Q'h.ij‘n+. H i vt*t ir*» Or +.Vi A 1 VAftT'.Q nf* 

^ Uilll W «. d A W ^ A w-kf^ M4 w 4 . r » %.• AX ',’J ■ V/ r XWl 1 kX 


stay in the Anti-Trust Division. He has had only slight 


business contact with DONOVAN since DONOVAN left the De- 


partment. 


Mr, HARDY advised he has the highest possible 
opinion of DONOVAN, Describing him as a man of extraordinary 
ability, HARDY emphasizes that DONOVAN was the best adminis- 
trator in the Anti-Trust Division during tlie time HARDY was 
employed there, D(VifOVAN’S executive ability was almost be- 
yond compare and his other qualifications were on a very high 
level, HARDY said that DONOVAN was totally devoid of 
"bureaucratic jealousy" and never stood in the way of those 
employed under him. Neither did he try to gain credit which 
belonged to others. He thus developed strong loyalties and 
personal affection for himself among those in his Division, 
all of which was completely deserved. 


f.Nl, HARDY was positive there is no one more loyal 
to this country than DONOVAN and he said DONOVAN will dis- 
tinguish himself in any position to which he might ba appointed. 


Attorney NCMAN J. MORRISSON, 1632 K Street, N.V7., 
advised SA JAM.ES D. HUPPSRT he was in the Department of Justice, 


- u - 
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Tax Prohibition Division, between 1926 and I93ii« He stated 
he was acquainted with DONOVAN while DONOVAN was head of the 
Anti -Trust Division but has had no intimate professional 
contact with him. MORRISSON recalled DONOVAN had been United 
States Attorney in Buffalo, New York, before joining the 
Department in 'Washington, D. C. and was one of the bast in 
the country. MORRISSOI^ stated he has never heard anything 
unfavorable with regard to DONOVAN'S government service and 
his reputation was of the hipest caliber. liORRISSC^J stated 
that from his knowledge of DONOVAN'S subsequent activity, 
after leaving the Department, he feels DONOVAN is a very good 
American and is well qualified to fill a position of trust 
with the federal government. 





United States Delegation to Customs Regulations Conference 
Between United States and Canada, 1923. 

The,, I952- $3_editipn. of. 'fA'hol.s.Whp'' indicates DONOVAN 
was a member of_the .Uni ted, S.tdtss.Delegation to the Customs'' 
Regulations Conference Between United jStates and Canada in 

1923. 


AUDREY SDMUfJDS, Personnel Office, Buri'3aa of Customs, 
was unable to locate any specific official record of these 
conferences,' She noted there is no index to tiieir files for 
the 1902-38 period. and any information concerning the con- 
ferences would be filed in the general activity files. Miss 
EDMUNDS made appropriate inquiry among others in the Bureau 
without locating anyone who recalled the conferences. 

JOSEPH 0’D0^^NELL, a File Searcher in the Bureau of 
Customs, Section of National Archives, was also unable to 
locate any records. 



The "Annual Report of the Secretary of Treasury" 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 192li, has one section de- 
voted to "Customs Relations with Canada", under the caption 
"Customs Service". A pertinent reference reads "Conferences 
held between officers of the Deparbuent and Canadian customs 
authorities during the year resulted in mutual benefit and the 
general facilitation of the customs business between the two 
countries". 


_ 5 » 
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I'nited States Cpniinissioner and Chairman, Hlo Grande River 
Compact Coniir4ssion» ^ 


/// 

!' 


In the late 1920* s, according to the official records 
now maintained at f5ational Archives, the States of Colorado, 

Mew Mexico and Texas resolved to conclude a coir'pact which v;oaid 
remove all causes of controversy airiong these states and be- 


uitii'Z6rjb uT un6 a.i)d uiulssns of snu'thsx’ 


of Rio Graiide waters above Fort Quitman, Texas. To this end 
the respective governors named commissioners; DSLPH E. 

^ CARPENTER (Colorado), FRANCIS C. WILSON ( Nev; Mexico) , and 
/ T. H. McfESGOR (Texas). On December 9, 1928, WILLIAM J. 
DONOVAN was appointed by President CALVIN COOLIDCtE'to act 
as' Commissioner representing 'the United States in the. matter, 
fie 'journeyed to Santa Fe, New Mexico, and on December 19, 
19^6, at the original three day meeting, was elected Chairman 
of" the Gcmmis-sion* The Commission reconvened on January 22. 
1929 , and subsequently reached an agreement whidi was signed 
as a compact on February 12, 1929*_ 


United States Representative m-id Chairma n, Colorado River 
Comrdssion 



Again, according to official I'ecoi’ds maini-ained ai 
National /ircidves, DONOVAJ'! was appointed. United btalcs 
Representative by president COOLIDGE on February 7> 1529, 
and was to pai'ticipate in negotiations contemplated between 
the 'States of Arizona, California, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah 
and' Wyoming under an Act of Congress known as the ‘'Boulder 
Canyon project Act” approved ^ecember 21, 1S’28» 

Footnotes appearing in House Document #717, a 
publication of the 80th Congress, 2nd Session, entitled "The 
Hoover Dam Documents" by RAY LYMAN WILBUR and KCRTKCUTT ELY, 
I 9 I 18 , disclose a form.al conference was held at Santa Fe, 

New Mexico, February in - Mai'ch 3, ly2y, botwcen iho repre- 
sentatives of the "lower-basin" states. 


Colonel WILLIAM J. DONOVATJ, as representative of 
the Federal Government, presided. Representatives of the 
"upper-basin" states were attached as observers. During the 
perl fid, Aprii-July 1929, informal conferences between 
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California and Arizona were held at Los Anceles. Representatives 
of Arizona, California, Nevada, Colorado, Nevf Mexico, Utah and 
Wyoming met on August 28, L?29, at Salt Lake City ivith primary 
reference to power matters. 


On January 21, 1930, the "lower basin" comiriissicners 
resv;med formal conferences at Reno, Nevada, mder the Chair- 
manship of DCTIOVAM. At the suggestion of the Secretary of 
the Interior, advisors were added by each State; Senator CAILL 

UAVni^’M 'PrtV' C c v\ r. + v* DTT'OlfAX! fPimMAO r»AT T? 

j. va ij.A.AmnA'i cui\.i iuiuAUJUJ 

Nevada, and W. J. CARR for California. Having recessed at 
Reno, the Commission met at Phoenix, February 6-9, 19J0, 
but failed to reach an agreement. 


Reference to a report of WILLIA.i J. DCUOVA'-', Federal 
Representative in tri -State negotiatioiis, to Secretary of the 
Interior WILBUR dated February lu, 1930, is made in one foot- 
note but appropriate searches by Bureau of Reclamation Chief 
File Room Clerk, HUGO DUNN, Department of Interior Chief File 
Room Clerk, MERLE OWENS, National Archive searchers, CHARLES 
E. DEWING and JULIA CARROLL, and Department of State file 
searchers, CHARLES PATTERSON and ALICE COLLINS, failed to 
locate this report. 


It is noted the Colorado River Compact became an 
actuality in November 1922 and the "Boulder Canycn Rrcject 
Act" was an outgrowth of it, 

GUY W. NUMBERS, head of the Personnel Section, De- 
partment of Interior, was unable to locate any record of 
DONOVAN having been a Department employee. 


T. V.', MERIvISL, Assistant to Commissioner - Engineers, 
Bureau of Reclamation, made available House Document //717 re- 
ferrea to above. He could add no further pertinent infor- 
mation. 


National Mediation Board 



The "Second Annual Report of the National Mediation 
Boai'd for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1936" reflects 
arbitration hearings began August 12, 1935, in the dispute 
between the American Trai.n Dispatchers' Association arid the 
Boston and Maine Railroad over the question "Shall train 
directors hanolo centralized traffic control system from AR 
tower or shall such system be handled by triun disnatchers?". 
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jpel WILLIAM J. KS^OVAK, Kew York attorney, wa» the 
itrai member'’ of the Board ».’hich was also made up of 
KILLrH, Ascista«i General liar-ager, Boston and Kaine 
Lroad, ar^ 0. H. !JRAf3E, ?ice-rrssid«it, American Train 




A590Cxa^Lone im k/wcuu wrw.tAw miv 

‘^^raUzed trefn c control system trcn the AR tower woxild 
be handled bv the -rain dispatchers* Hie award was made on 
Kovenber 1?, 1>3>, and was filed In the Office of the Clerk 
United States District Court for the District of 
Massachusetts* 

i 

SUGETffi C. THClfPSCaf, Secretary, Rational Mediation 
Beard, was unable tc furnlEh further pertinent infonr.ation* 

Dhofflci&l Gbsener for SeVetar y of the Ha\T* Britain, 

Jiily - Awiust 1^0'i fedutli SSasi turepa, Decem&er 19h& - VarcJi 

ijir* 
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The 1952-?3 edition of "Who's Who" indicates DCKOVAX 
wt'i fx -.. .ffiedau observor_Xor_. the -Secretary of- the Kavy ia 
Great Iritair. during July and August l?hO, ana in south ea«t 
ouu up-, v)ecei-tor i9uG - March lyul. 

Ur. J. S. DAVITT, Administrative Officer, ldninis> 
trative Office < f the Navy DeparlTient, advised SA DISMGKD J* 
BItUGcS nc wa.s unable to Xo cawe any record of thus essong hoviu. 
aier.. jir. DAVITT "also made appropriate iru^idryHKJ on* 
ofllcialc of the Department of Navy without locating anyone 
who apecifical^ recalled pr_ was closely assoeiatad with 
D0W07AK during this period. 

Files of tjie Department of State contain a telagr* 
datec July 11, 15i;0, directed fay the Dspvtment of State tc 
the Ambassador at London infonsing him that Calonel ENCK (thtfi 
Secretary of Ute Wavy) desired to si^_(^lon^ |>ILLIAM J». 
DGNC7AN to England for a fatlef aurvey az^ rep^t on certain 
Mpects of the British defense situation. DONOVAN Intended 
to dapart New York via cUpoer on July li*, and was to f^rt 
to the Ambassador upon aridval in London. 


D^arteent of State files also contain a telegrawi I 

^_.a> s 1 nl*A Ww TA ■ 

ItUVCSKWCa ^^9 av" h 

American Legation at Lisbon, Portugal, Informing the L^ation g 
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f C'Secretary of the «T»nged for ColOTel 

&yAirto" Biive an obaervatijs^trip throu|^. tne Mediterranean 
. and'lTorth Ajftrici. ; £C%'CWA1I was to *“ 

iy date and »as to be met there by a British officer, 
Commodore SL38SEB. Thereafter, he was to be floiro to 
abraltar and Malta and as far cast as Alexandria arc Cairo, 
iic-n tJ-s return journey Colonel DON07AK was to travel by 
ccfluicrcial or such other transportation available as a 
represer.taUve of the “Chicago Daily Nots* and. was to visit 
north and Vest African ports as far 

Files of the Special Investigations Squad Metro- 
politan police Department. Washington, D. C., contain a 
notaUon that the “Washintton Daily W^s" 
of articles in Aug>iSt 19^^ -on ■ Gensai^ Fifth CMurn 

Activities in The auti:crs of this series 

Colonel WILLIAM i, Dfd40VAH and pCAR ANSEL veteran 

foreign corresr<w,dent. • The articles repartee Colonel 
DCKOVAK had gor-e to London at the request of Sec«tanr of 
the Kavy, FKa:;k KSCX, for the pur^ se of developin£ l^or- 
aation regarding; fifth col kWt activities. 

In a foreward to this caries. Secretary KH® 
wrote: “These two men, on the oehaif of the United Stat«J, 

-ac 5 th? 30 St thorogoing survey of fifth colmn* 

netivods us id in wealcera-ntj resistance of posslole enemies 
and undencinlng the morale of countries they propo^ to 
attack. The results are designed to make Americans 
fully conscious of methods used by totalitarian powers, so 
that if or when such swthode are used here they will 
instantly be recognited for what th^ are and their effect 
nullified.’*’ 

I Ko other pertinent ir^formatlon was located in 

these Special Investigations Squad files by $A DSSICKD J. 
BRIDf.-sS. 

Coordinator of Information 

According to the •united States QtmsrniMttt 
OrganlsaUonal Manual, 1952-53*, referred to , 

the Coordinator of Information was established by Presloenwat. 
order dated July U, 19i<l, to collect, analyse arxl oorralato 
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li^crxation and data tearing on national security, iliis data 
to be cade availatie to the president and such other 
ofcicials as de terra, nod 'by him. Related supplementary 
activities were also to be performed. Exclusive of foreign 
irifort.atioii activities, the unit vfas transferred oy military 
order of June 13, 19u2, to the Jurisdiction of the Joint 
United States Chiefs of Staff and designated the Office of 
Strategic Services. ■ 


Office of Strate,>dc Services 


i 


Subsequent to Lts redesignation, the functions of 
Office of Strategic Servi'd.es were modified bj- Executive Order , 
9312, i:3TCh 5, 19b3, so th^t the agency was responsible for '• 
the collec'-icn and analysis. of such strategic information as 
required by the Joint <lhiefs of Staff for nllitary operations and 
planning* The agenej' w*s also responsible for conducting ■ ■ 
special operations not assigned other goverment agencies*’ 
etcecutiva Order 9621 of September 20, 19kSt provided for the ^ 
tanr.i nation of the Office of Strategic Services effective * , 
October 1, 19l*5, for the distribution of its functions to 
tae Departmient of State §TJi the War Department, - . . ■ . : 


Contact officer^^^^^^^^^Kentral Intelligence 
Agencp'', advised SA Central IntelUger.ee 

Agency persoruitil records reflect_^D0^0'7^>,.y'’es_appoiiitedXcordin- 
.-'ator of Inforriation by ?resident'lROCSE\'^"T on July 7 ^ 

On April 2^ 19u3^while 'Director of Office /^ Stoategic 
Service's , ^ he was offi cially Recall ed !^cViye^uty~i^ t^ , 
Aray as a Colonel. On October 1, 19li5f he was relieved’ s5 
lar^ctor'or’qfflce" of Straiegic'^^^^^^^s.'' ‘Atolhaftiitte he_ 

Kbld 'the rank of Ka36r .Generi.7^]^^^BstaieS ‘nothing’ of in .. 
unfavorable nature was cohtaineo^^flTO file.' . " ' 

[further stated he was unable to advise the , ■ 
identify of anyone who might have been closely associated with 
DOHCVAK during this period other toan ALL£K D'lLLSS, present 
Central Intelligence Agency Director* 




b-2> 






Ifilitaiy Service 






In reviewing that portion of DONOVAJ’*S idllitary 
iTle which is located at the Pentagon, S£ JOHI^' J. 

noted a "Statement of Service" certified by the Adjutant^ 

- ' ' - 
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■ Geijeral on July l5, 19U3# which re.flect.s.DCKOV AN served, as an,en- 
Id^ed nan in the New Xprk Kationi Guard between October I 9 II 
^arJ’Uctbbir IS 7 i9l2.'’'7Ke -ettainad the rarJc of Sergeant. J On 
‘oifcsber 17 , 1912j he was conjuissioned a Captain ‘in the' New 
Ybl'K~National Guard"' and“eub'sequently“ nuetered into Feder*il^ 
Service at' Governors Island/.New.Iork7*pn.j]^y 19 I9l6, for. 
cfutjT'bn the l^jd can border* 

A brief resume of J)CN0VAN'S career, t^awn up In - ' 
Nov€^ber_ 19 . 2 ‘^ijL 9 ^>’^‘ 9 -?t 5 ^P.?il’h„hiB yo s itian as Jlssistant 
Attorney General, reflects he ^was a. Captain in Troop l/ First 
Xthralry, A’ew'Tork l^ational puard, when mustered into Feder.al 
Ver^ce. After the mustei^ng he commanded the IMrd Squadron 
at McAllen^ T^as, until Cbjtol^r 15, 1916, when he becsne Judge 
Ao^catei He commanded Tro«p I .until mustered out of Federal 
Service at ■Buffalo, New YorlT, on Nlarch 15, 1917. 

DONOVAN .a£aln:rcportei£ for. duty on July 15, 1917«.. He 
held^the. rank^of Major and was A^utant of. the 21st.Infantry 
Brigade, 6th Division, New york National .9uard* .In Atigust, 

\9Hj he was assigned to the 69 th New fork Infantry. ...Thla 
unit later bscpejth^l65th Infantry, Wnd Diylgi on. At Cssp 
MilTer Ek)NdVAN*was placect ih”cc®nanci of the let Battalion as . 
the urdt prepared fcr' foreign service and departure froni the 
United States* - - 


Conmandlng his 1st Battalion, DONOVAN entered the 
front lines in Februa^ 1918, /ferving in_defense .of the 
£uneyille'j6ectbr'‘''(L Qrrai ne)| Jtoccarat aector (Lorrairje)j 
Esperance Sovai'r.*sector (Chac.pagne); Champ t^e Marne De- 

"Gffenjdysr^^ Offensive; ' 

Es'sey - Pannes sector (Lorraine}; and Meuse Argonrie sector 
until severely wounded bn October JL5» 1918, and vacuated'^to 
a'hospital*' DONOVAN had also been wounded on July 1918, 
but was not treated in a hospital until le te August I 9 I 6 . . 

pGNCl'AN was subsequently protno ted to Colonel, 
Infantry, on March 9, 191^, and placed In ooznniand of a rep,- 
'^nt BteUomd wij^ ^pedijtionary .yqrcie^ 

■ Germany ._.,.pe..segyeb 'as*, InB^ctw' and instructor in jthe 
^wost M^shal^ Ger«r^«8^0epM*t»9fnt7.T*tf[d'’i| ^fetiurned to 
we United States on Aj^il ZL, 1919, anc^wu'deoiph^sed 
'a^Hobbkto, llew 7ersey^dn" - 7 . % 
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.1 (^' D3:CTMN\isjiS^ai^ded„the„Cpng^esional liedal of^ :' : ,- 

Ho^r for conspicious* gallantry ai^ intrepidity above ana *6e-‘ 
yofe the call of daty ne^r^w^es and St. George, France j""'' 
October lii-lS* 19l6« -i ,, 

For extraordinary heroi^sc in action, July 23-31, 
i?l6, DOKOV^’ was awarded the Listingoished Service ‘Cross. 

■**He led LidTTattalibn across the River ' Our cq’ arid cap'tQred 
important ene.io' strongholds near Villers-sur Fere, France, 
on July 2S-3I, I51B. In advance of his Division for fou days 
under shell and r.ac^ilr.c gun fire from the energy v:ho v/ore or 
three sides of him, he rej^gatedly arjd persistently conriter- 
stiaok,ed and was wounded trtica, coolness, , courage and 

efficient leadership rendered possible tbs maintaneiri’ce ’of 
th(F posi^ipri.*'. * /, 

The Distinguished Service Uodal was awarded DOUOVAK 
for excep^onally meritorious and distinguished service, is 
battalion, Pommander, l6Sth Infantry during operations ‘in" the” 
^ccarat sector, July .26-31* l?.l^. Ji® doconsi^'ated high pro- 
fessicnal attsiments and carked ability. He displayed con^ 
spiduious Energy and effiadent leadership in advance of his 
jittaiioii acrrss.ths OIRCQ Ei.ver, In October 1918, as a 
Lieutenant Colonel he commanded the same regiment with marked 
success in the Veuse - Argonrie Offensive, . I^cc January 1, 

1919, to liarch 3, 1919, as Inspector - Instructor, provost 
Karshal' Genera’s Dep'artcent," he rendered service of great 
""v^ue to the A.S.F, ' 

The brief prepared notes DCKOVAK is the only membar^ 
of the Army awarded’ the Congressional Medal of Honor, Distingiash^ 
Servlcc^l'^edal and DistlTig'Jlshed Service ’Cross - the Kation’s 
three highest awards — for service performed during Vorld ifar !• 

DONOVAN accepted appointinent as a Colonel, , Infantry, 
Officers Haserve Corps on 1921, iwcording to official 

records and was transferred to Caval^j GRC, on^^bruaiy li, 1922* 

Official records further reflect PpNC|V^,^jU:T(f^ ■ 

Serial Nunber 0-102 383, became a Brigadier General j>^Uar^ 

19U3, and was recalled to active du^ on April 2U, 19U3, as 
Director, Office of Strataglc']^eirvlc8s. . Qn Decembejfl;?, 191U,, 

fke-«as pramoted to Major General, the rank he held upon hla 
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, At ;..' 


rel eas e iro. :, ^c'^xve qu^;/, . 

DONOVA-V is noK car ri ed on th e A^.y rolls .as a 
Wajor General, Honorary i^eservet —■*— — . 

EXGVAl', according to the iLilitary records, has 
been a?*:'arded; - 

. liedal of Honor ^ 

I Distinguished Service Cross i»ith Oak Leaf Cluster ■ 

I I Distinguished Service Ifedal with one Oak Leai Cluster 

I Order of Crown Italy 
I Italian VTar Cross. 

I Krdght Corxr.andcr, Order of J.X.B.E, - Britain 
I Legion of Honor, Degree of Ccruiander - France 

I Grand Officer-, Order of Leopold with Palm - Belgium 

1 Croix de Guerre, I 9 I 4 O with Palm 
i French Croix de Guerre with Star (ft'.W.l) 

I j lYench Croix de Guerre with Palm (Ti'.W.I) 

\ I Purple Heart with one Oak Leaf Cluster 
Grand Cross - Grown of Italy 

Can.-.ander Cross with Star, J. J. Royal Order of 
Saint Olav - Norway 

* Speciau Collar Order Tun Hui - China 
CzGChoslovadt ftar Cross 


No further pertinent information was noted by SS JCEIK J. 

la»:d£rs. 

Passport Data 

In reviewing appropriate records at the Passport 
Office, Department of State, SA JA^.ES D. HUPPI2T noted nur.erour 
passports have been issued DOKOVAJ.', Pertinent data regarding 
thai iY set forth below. ' - - 
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PASSPORT N’Jl'.BER 


Above renewed, 
Renewal Series No. 
1010 

Above renewed 

Diplomatic No. 

526 


DATS ISSl^’ 


June iS, l?Ii3 


Karen 30, iplili j 
June 22, 1?U5 


PURPOSE 


COUITTRIES TO B;:' 
\ESITED 


Various Surepean 
and Union of 
Soxdet Socialisi 
Republi cs 


New York Series 
Ko. 5132 


October 16 , 19 li 6 


As Associate 
Chief of 
Counsel for 
Prosecution 
of Aar Crimes 
and as Di- 
rector, Office 
of Strategic 
Services 


Legal Business England ar.d France 


(Th‘‘ abeve passport was accompanied by a military permit #17636, issued by the 
Join~ Ciiiefs of Suafi. It granted DC^jOVAN percussion to enter tne United States 
Zone of Gerzani' and Austria fer the purpose of visiting C-eneral CLAY. Issued 
June 10, 19ii7, it expired August 10, iSi-L?.) 


New York Series 
No. 5132 - renewal 
Series Ko. 393 

Above passport ex- 
tended to expire 
October 15, 1950 

322968 


Above renewed - re- 
newal Series No. 
2 iil 66 . Expires 
July 9 , I 9 SI 1 I 


fass^oiVT 


September 3, 19U6 


Ma>* 16, 1950 


July 10, 1950 


Legsl Business Europe 


(Not specified) (Not spacifled) 


Business and 
pleasure 


s^f^lli, i ?53 ^ Business 


England, France, 
Germany, Belgium 
and Italy. 

France and Engl an: 






-IS - 


tri ’ * i . ‘ 


r.'V 






"M- 


WFJ 77-Wi319 
JEF:CAS 


CTLEDIT kW) CRr-TINftL 

SE JAMES A. ROBERTS determined there is no record of 
WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN in the files of the Washington, D.C. 
Credit Bureau. 

No arrest record of ’LILT I AM JOSE'^H DONOVAN was located 
in the files of the Metropolitan Police Denartment, V/ashington, 
D.C., by SE EITMWD J. F.IDEN. 

SE WALTEf? JAMES TJLSDN determined there is no record 
of DONOVAN in the files of the United States Park Police, 
Washington, D.C. 

MISGELUNEOIJS 


At the Investigations Division, CiviJ Ser/ice Co/g^jussion, 
SA FRA'hK P. HOL-IAN was advised there is no record of v.TEi TAM 
JOSEPH DONOVAN in their indices. 


Contact Ufficer|||B||^|^^»advised SiA KoFiERT J. McKENNAN 
there is no derogatory earning WILLI.AM JOSEPH 

DONOVAN in the Security Files, Central Intelligence Agency. 




SE HILBERT ARPS determined there is no additional 
pertinent information in the files of the Security Division, 
Department of State. 

The 1952-1953 edition of 'E-Jho’s vmo in America" reflects 
DONOVAN was married to RinSEY on July id, 191ii. Two children, 

DAVID uiiMSSY PM'IOVAN and PATvloiA DONOVAN (now deceased) were born' 
to this union. 
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ADMINIS'riATIVE PAGE 


LE;\DS 


WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE; 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. : 

/will report results of the House Committee on j- 
ij Un-American Activities agency check. 

I Will report results of Olvl check. 

V/ill report result of file reviev;s, principally 
HCUA. based upon New York telet;rpe dated June lU,', 
I9P3. 

Will contact EDGAR ANSEL 3301 Garfield 

Street_, N. W. , if he is in this country at this 
time for the purpose of determining- nature of 
DONOVAN'S mission for Secretary of the Navy 
KNOX, now deceased, in 1940-41, and any comment 
he may have regarding DONOVAN. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF [NVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

c^<) 


AIRTEL 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


6 - 30-53 


HM:mbs 


FBI, ST. LOUIS 
;CTOR, FBI 

WILLIAM JOSEPH 'flONOV AN, SI- REBU RADIOGRAM DATED JUNE TWENTYTHREE, LAST. 
RUG REPORT OF SA JAMES E. REILLY SUBMITTED JUNE TWENTYFIVE, LAST. 



RUG. 


END 

77-12216 


THORNTON 


- 1 
V 
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A fl R P P’ P 

i U h \\ l4 tia 




Ur(;OK!'\; 


^ ‘ .-XL \> Lvi, I I', y'l / 


Approved:, 


Special ^/gent'* in Charge 


Sent. 
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Per. 
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WA^INGTON FROM NEW YORK I» 15 
B^RECTOR .••.U R G E N 1 


••••U R G E N T«»»* 


H-16P 




ATTENTION - INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, SPECIAL INQUIRY SECTION, 

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, AKA, SI. THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS WHO DESIRE 
THEIR IDENTITIES KEPT CONFIDENTIAL FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING , 

INFORMATION. 

ADVISED HIS EXPERIENCES WITH APPOINTEE HAVE NEVEr" BEEN TaVOr’abLE. 


APPOINTEE HAS ALWAYS BEEN QUOTE S(^T AND MUSHY UNQUOTE IN HIS 
TREATMENT OF COMMUNISTS AND COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF ORGANIZATIONS 


UNDER HIS CONTROL, 


TATED THAT APPOINTEE WOULD NEVER TAKE A 


FIRM STAND A GAINST COMMUNISTS IN GO VERNMENT, UNIONS, OR JHE UN. 

HE CONSIDERS APPOINTEE AN QUOTE ANTI ANTI COMMUNIST UNQUOTE, 

TATED THAT HIS COMMENTS WERE NOT BASED ON SPECIFIC INCIDENTS 


but on GENERAL IMPRESSION AND OBSERVATION, 

STATED THAT HE MADE INQUIRY RE APPOINTEE FOR OWN USE, 
•APPOINTEE-S LAW FIRM REPRESENTS A PUBLIC RELATIONS FIRM, ALLIED 
SYNDICATE, WHOSE CLIENTS ARE FRANK COSTELLO, JOHN L. LEWIS, AND 
LAUCHLIN CURRIE. THE APPOINTEE WAS ALLEGED TO HAVE HEADED A RECENT 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 


COMMITTEE WHICH WAS TO ASK PRESIDENT EISENHOWER TO OUST SENATOR 


Mr /'ADTUV Tur ADDATMTfr— C 1 AU PTftM A 1 C MAC AttrCm Tri ■BCDOrcrMT 
I JC vr rk rv in-c- m t k/ ± i m rxrvii n^ov/ wrtkj n^x.r£»ci£,i/ js/ ni^r i 


THE CHINESE GENERALS WHO ABSCOUNDED WITH MILLIONS OF NATIONALIST 


CHINA-S FUNDS. 


CONSIDERS APPOINTEE A QUOTE BUBBLEHEAD 


UNQUOTE, WHO NEVER. GQI^TOUGii -WITH- COMMUNISTS' IN OSS. BOTH INDIVIDUALS 
WOULD NOT RECOMMEND. REPORT WILL FOLLOW. 


BOARDMAN 


HOLD 






FROM WASH DC 30 7-00 PM 


SAC urgent 

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, SI, ADVISE DATE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 
SUBMITTED AND IDENTITY OF REPORTING AGENT, 


HOOVER 


WFO ADVISED 


WA R iO NY TM 
TU DISC 
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This 


reference 


IS a 


^ cr u o , 


e* ^ /^r\ /nr^ 
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letter dated 5/13/40, Dallas, 
n /i T)i nry-nfin-z-.l erf .^+n r- Jrh n 1 5. p T " . Thz!^ letter 

stated that the innocent stockholder could d.o nothing about 
it when the federal government knew what was going on and 
did not take adequate steps to correct the condition. This 
letter continued that the amount of money paid V/lllinvi J. 
Donovan and Irving Trust Company totaled more than one 
million dollars. Enclosed with this letter was a document 
pertaining to the amount of fees paid to the rec 


trustee, together with o 

OnHi.n _ Vpi.+.h — 


her interested, parties 

Bankruot Cose. 


eiver an 
in the 


n-rnh pitn nnr'noT'n+.i. on 



6S-lD3-a075 

(76) 





ovjoa. a 




ireau^gent to examine 




i;?’e 




Vopkin and Farley entitled, "Transfers from German 


/"He 
Es - 


tates to American Beneficiaries." On 3/S5/3? of the above 
credit file under the heading "Donovan, Leisure, Xewton 
and Lumbard", it was stated that both i/r. Topken and )/r . 
Farley loers introduced to the German consulate by Col. 
Donovan. Col, Donovan was identified as Col. William J. 
Donovan, former Assistant Attorney General under former 
Attorney General John Sargent, vnth law offices at 2 W.:l 1 
St., NYC. 


b J ■( 


NT Jipt., C/l^/40 
Re: German Funds; 

Tn^nr* — 

mat ion concerning 
65-7237-155 pg. 16 
(94) 

SI 65-72G7-160 
(34) 
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Thia reference ia a letter dated 6/6/40 fron 
William J» Donovan, 2 Wall St,, NTC, enclosing a letter 
which he had received from Dr, Gerhardt Alois Weatrick, 
Waldorf - Astoria Bo tel, NTC, concerning prO'^GerTnan 
allegations which had been made against Dr, Westrick, 
Letter of acknowledgment sent to Col,^vnovan 6/22/40, 

65-1 0325-76 J 
( 96 )^ 


On 6/13/40 the Publication Section Bailing List 
contained a change of address for Col, William J, Donovan 
from 41 Broad St,, NTC, to 2 Wall St,, NTC, 


Nemo for Nr, Renneberger 
6/13/40 

No caption given 


94-6-5953, 
C94j, 
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On 8/19/40 Hr. Janes Allen of the Department of 
Justice called regarding a series of five articles pre- 
pared by Col, I'Ailltan J, Donovan at the request of Secretar 
of l’>ar Knox tohich vjere to appear in the rashington "News'’ 
concern ing Fifth Column activities . Mr. Allen felt tha^- a 
sixth article should be written to explain the part the 
Department of Justice took in combating Fifth Column acti- 
vities. 

Memo to Director from 
Mr. Tamm, e/jO/dO 
No caution given 
94-8-64-31 
(96) 


The T/ashington "Daily News" for A>/20/4 0 carried 
an article entitled "Fifth Column Dangers Traitor’s Vital 
Factor in Many Na.ai Victories" which was the second of 
four articles made public by Navy Secretar:; Knox as part 
of the National Defense program. Col. J'/illiam J. Donovan 
having Just returned from a misson abroad^ on behalf of 
Secretary Knox, wrote these articles in collaboration with 
Edgar Mowrer, foreign correspondent. 
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